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Easter Edition
Dear sgtggt%ndsbi?tgﬁ:sLor q — ' 'CI celebration of the death and resurrection of our Lord
9 o £ is not a one-time event but, in fact for each of us, a

Jesus C.:h”St as we as L0 continual journey of faith. Like Francis we too are
community travel togetherin =

s 1 filled with the joy and the sacred mystery of God’
Francis, rother Leo called i (R U promise given to us through fis Son.
“The mirror of perfection’ As For I_:ranC|s the mysteries of the Passion were a
the moon is to the sun Erancis cause forJo_y not sorrc_JV\Easter_ brlng_s tq us new life
— life in Christ. Francis proclaimed in his body ttiat

reflects the life of Christ not only in history but toanyone is in Christ, he is a new creature: the former
each of us today

. - . [ hold! Th rem
NormaWise wrote:In Assisi the past is not things have passed awayehold ey are made

I .
history, but the life of Francis is nowjust as Christ new! (2Cor5:17)

: . _ May Francis’ song of Easter triumphhis is
is now And bfacause_ Franc_:ls holds Christhand the day that the Lord has made: let us rejoice and
and so do we: there is no time gap.

. in it! ial ial rs this E r
From the Wisdom of SFrancis’, and excerpt be glad in it! Alleluia! Alleluia! be yours this Easte

from Brother Ramors’book:Franciscan spirituality tide.
Francis is sitting in the wintry sun of the Portiuncul
Church of $Mary and theAngels as a young man
runs up to him‘Where can | find Francis, the new
Saint so that | might fall at his feet? For the love of
Christ, my brothertell me where he is.”

“Where is Francis? “replied Francis,
shaking his head. “Where is Francis®/hat is this
Francis?Who is he? | am looking for him also, my
brother. | have been looking for him now for years.
Give me your hand; let us go find him.

We too journey as a community of
Franciscans with Francis. He leads us in the principles
he has set before us. Like Francis, we are called by
his example not only to live the Gospel, but also to
proclaim it. The first aim of our order iSfo make
our Lord Known and loved ewarvhee We are called
to be disciples not followerAs we journey through
this Lent toward the glory of Easter and its
significance, we, like Francis know that the

b

Lolin tssf (Provincial Minister)

Visit us on the web atww.tssf.org.au
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Ce|ebrating July 26th - Poor Clares (Aitape PNG) founded
from Campbelltown (Australia) and Ennis (Ireland)
800Years of PoorClare Order

Excerpt from: Franciscan Schodlgstralia 1971
e-newsletterJanuary 29, 2012 August 9th - Approval of the Rule of Clare by

www.fsa.asn.au Pope Innocent 1V 1253

August 11th - Feast of 8Clare

August 15th- Canonisation of Clare 1255 (2
years after her death)

November23rd - Poor Clares (\&verley NSW)

On Palm Sunday in
1212 Clare left her home to
join Francis and his
Brothers. Clare received
the habit of the Poor Ladies -- -- -- -
at the hands of Francis in
the Portiuncula (Mary of the Third Order Conference

A Is).
o and General Chapter

opportunity to become more 12 - 15 Ju|y 2012
familiar with the life of Trinity College, Parkville, Melbourne
Clare and her Sisterg/e _

Speakers:

I h : . - :
> ;(re]r?i?/(raa:g?; o? t8h(()eobirth of MichaelYore, Director of Mission and Justice,
Good Shepherdustralia & NZ

St Clare in 1993. Since then Andrew McGowan, theological lecturer and
there has been an upgearin research and in the . ' 9 u
arden ofTrinity College

roduction of papers, journals and books on the life . ) .
product pap jou I ick Pope, lecturer in meteorology with BOM,

and Rule of 8Clare. ISCAST fellow and lay preacher
Bible Sudies withAlan Cadwallader

Hjl: /

it

1y

A A

Franciscan Calendar 2012
This calendar is dedicated to ClareAskisi

this yearThe Franciscan Calendar is produced eacfy, 4«sist with numbers, could the deposit of $60 be
year by the Franciscan Friars/gaverley Paul paid by 1/8/201 if possible.

Smith OFM, Provincial Ministeiprovided the Deposit directly at any branch of Bendigo Bank, into
typeset, design and research for the calefdhar BSB 633-0000/c No 137904835

cover shows tClare ofAssisi and scenes from her Alc NameTSSFE 20124/c branch: Castlemaine.

life by the Master Santa Chiara (1283) Basilica of pjease include your name on bank deposit form for
St ClareAssisi, ltaly identification.

L . . Alternatively cheques or money orders (with
Special inclusions in the Calendar to mark a/c name) can be sent directly to Bishop Jeremy
important events in the life of Clae and in the Ashton
Iife of the Poor Clares inAustralia 38 Urquhart § Castlemaineyic 3450. Receipt

. . . will be sent by fax or email.
1stApril - Palm Sunday: Clare joins Francis in

living his vision of the Gospel on Palm Sunday
1212

8th April - Poor Clares (P&NG) founded from
Laguna (Philippines)1994

June 16th- Cloistered Poor Clares relocate from
Waverley to Campbelltown 1968

June 18th- Poor Clare Colettines (Bendigo)
founded from Sri Lanka 1995

July 16th - Birth of S Clare 1293; Cloistered
Poor Clares (formerlyWaverley now
Campbelltown , founded from Galway (Ireland)
1951

. 2.2 00000 0009009090909090909090000000000 3

While you are proclaiming
peace with your lips, be
careful to have it even more
fully in your heart.

Francis ofAssisi

P 6666600005066 06 0%
L 0060000006000 00 04

£ 6 6 66066660660 06660066066060660666066606 06
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National Conference to be held in
Melbourne 12/7/12 to 15/7/12
By: Joy Bartlett

The Theme for our conference is Being Bridges.

Agnes of Prague and heAssociation with

Clare ofAssisi
Taken from Franciscan Schoolsfafstralia - e-
newsletter issue Feb 28, 2012

We Franciscans celebrate a very important

This poem has become the branch of our vine of £ranciscan feast day on 2nd March - thagfies of

planning.
For those attending | would like you to read,

Prague. Clare dAssisi did not leave us with many of
her personal writings, however we do have 4 letters

meditate, and pray this poem. | am sure it will add {4t Clare wrote tégnes of Prague.

to your participation.

There will be a details sheet sent out to all attending

closer to the Conference.

The Bridge
By: Joy Cowley

Aotearoa Psalms

There are times in life

when we are called to be bridges,

not a great monument spanning a distance
and carrying great loads of heavy tigf

but a simple bridge to help one person from
here to there over some fittilty

such as pain, feagrief, loneliness,

a bridge which opens the way

for on-going journey

When | become a bridge for another

| bring upon myself a blessing

for | escape from the small prison of self
and exist for a wider world,

breaking out to be a lger being

who can enter anothisrpain

and rejoice in anoth&s triumph.

| know of only one greater blessing
in this life, and that is,

to allow someone else

to be a bridge for me.

ool ’////f
\‘ % /
\\\\\\‘ k f//_ ///

llia Delio osf in her book “Clare dssisi:A
Heart Full of Love” in chapter one on “The Poverty
of God” writes: It is rare to speak to one another
about the poverty of God. Usually when we
encourage one another in the pursuit of God, we
describe positive attributes of God such as ppwer
wisdom, mercy and kindnesEye poverty of God
seldom enters into the conversation because poverty
seems “unnatural” to Godet, it is ‘God-centered’
poverty that absorbs Claseattention in her first

letter toAgnes. Here is a short paragraph of rare
depth, Clare indicates that poverty is essential to the
pursuit of God - because poverty is the expression of
love:

She writes:

O blessed povéy, who bestows eternal riches on
those who love and embrace her!

O holy povety, God pomises the kingdom of heaven
and, in fact, offers eternal glory and a blessed life to
those who possess and desipu!

O God-centezd povety, whom the Lat Jesus Christ
who ruled and now rules heaven and earth, who
spoke and things wemade, condescended to
embrace befa all else!

For Clare, poverty is the foundation of life in
God because poverty begins with God.identify
poverty in relationship to God is to quickly dispel the
notion of poverty as merely material want or need.
Clare realised that the accumulation of material
things can stand in the way of God and she sought to
dispossess herself of things. Howevke God-
centered poverty that she highlights is more than
material dispossession. Poverty touches upon the
very basis of existence itself, the gift of God given to
us in the Person of Jesus Chridte poverty of God
according to Clare is identified with the Incarnation,
and because the Incarnation is the person of Jesus
Christ, we can claim that the poverty of God is
expressed vis-a-vis the human person.
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ANY ONE FOF NuDITY false-self (see the last but oR8SF news letter re a
By: Terry Gatfield short understanding of this area of Carl Jang’
thought).

St Francis has been awarded by the Roman Catholic ~ The false-self is what we want to

Church the honorary title of Patron Saint of Ecologydeémonstrate to the world. How we want the world to
Most appropriate. But | would like to suggest that h&€€ us. Perhaps all of us live to some extent in the
should also be awarded the title of Patron Saint df!Se-self worldAlas, some never come out of it.
Nudity. & Francis had a history of continually taking However it is _subtle. It often manifests itself in our
off his clothes, giving them to beggars, lepers and tho$i€SS, 100ks, jobs, cars, houses, suburbs and the

in need. Howevelhis iconic striptease occurred afterchildrens schools.The list is very long. Itis the
being chaged by his father for stealing and selling his?0tox of societyThey become the masks we wear
cloth, horse and dray as a means to finance tifd we are encouraged to do so through the media,
rebuilding of San Damiano, in response to hearing trdVvertising sources and even the Jones'. Itis the
call of Godto rebuild his houseErancis confessed his display of ourselves to the world that tells them our
guilt in a quasi-legal court setting, before BishopStory - ‘the story how | want you to see miehis is
Guido. He proceeded to strip naked, returning higot the true-self; it is the masked-self.

clothes and the money gained from the sale of the goods _
to his father saying:No longer do | call you father The true-self is the naked-selfhe real meThe real

From now on | have only one Father who is in heavevOrld where | can see the real person that God has

He walked out of the assembly on that bleak wister Ma@de meThe real me that | am not ashamed to
day, naked. 8irk naked! demonstrate for the world to sdée real me has

warts, frailties, limitations, uncertainties and

For some this may appear to have been justfgjstrations includ_ed. It is_ the world without masks
simple act of childish rebellion. Others may considefnd pretences. Itis here in the true world that Idon’
it was about honouring a debt. Howeyeny have to Prove, Prom(_)te or Prqtect anythifgs is
understanding is more towards it being the outwardl{fuly who I am —a child made in Gedmage; the
powerful symbol of a life transformation. His Adam and Eve who are happy to walk in the garden,
nakedness signified a being set free from an allegianétally naked.
to his old world and the adornment of dress signifying _ _ o
power status and privilege. But the bigger changewas <X Francis provided a beautiful icon for us of
not the external facade but the interior transformatioA'0Ving dramatically from the false-self and all its
as he no longer needed to wear the superficial mask'§galia outward adorning and pretence to turning to
class superiorityHe now identified fully with Christ ©OUr true-selves. Our truly naked-sdlhe real-self
and the poor of the world; the blessed ones of Chrigefore God and the worl@he true-self could now
of whom he saysrou're blessed when you feel you'veCall God ‘Abba Father
lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be )
embraced by the One most dear to you; and gou’r Any one for nudity?
blessed when you get your inside world—your mind
and heart—put right. Then you can see God in the
outside world att. 5%8)

8. 2.20.0.00.000000090090090090909000000

“Blessed are they
who see beautiful
things in humble
places where other
people see nothing”

Camille Pissaro
*XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX’

This simple, yet unbelievably powerful act was
an expression revealing that he no longer had to
please the world and conform to its demands and
status. He could now stand naked and totally
transparent before the world. Nothing to hide.
Nothing to cover up.t3-rancis could now see and
be open to his true-seliThe undisguised, unmasked
St Francis.The true naked-self that God had made
him. This is as opposed to what Jungians call the

5. 2.0 0 000000090004000000 0

ixx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxf
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My First Intr oduction to the Franciscans
By:Valerie Butler

5. 2.2.0. 0 0000 00090009000900900900000000 2

Your annual subscription to
Third Order for the year 2012

IS now due.

Subscriptions fell due on 1 January 2012
and Chapter asks that they be paid by
31 March 2012

“When the pupil is ready the teacher will come.”
A Baptist discovers thehird Order

My first introduction to the Franciscans was when
Baptist friend, feeling challenged to explore a
Franciscan lifestyle, took us to see “Brother Sun
Sister Moon”

In 1988 | met my first FranciscarA Roman Payment made by Diect Debit; Cheque/
Catholic Sister who became my Spiritual Director X Money Order with completed Subscription
Her example led me to read aboufFgancis.. Invoice To - o

In 1989 as | continued reading | leamt that there was G€0ff Jordan (Provincial Tr easurer)

a Roman Catholithird Order Over the next few ~ § 1° Sreeton Cout,

years | read & re-read “FrancisAsisi.” by E. y Morayfield. Qld. 4506.

Goudge. Each time realising how far from the life

of Francis | was and yet each time feeling the

excitement of an invitation to try to live out of some

of his ideals. :

In 1994 | was attending a conference in Brisbane &E@Ster — a Festival of Hope
was excited and amazed when | met Noel Hanby td3Y: Révd John Roderick

find that there was afdinglicanThird Order She o ]
gave me the name ohactorian called Denis The traditional virtues on which Christianity is built
Woodbridge. | returned home with a dilemma - m§'€ faith, hope and loveNithout faith, that is belief
head - told me the truth that | was busyfilled & m_God, Chrlstlanl_ty cannot begin. No one can live
growing in my Christian life and didthave time to  Without hope, which looks to the future. Life
include anything else. without hope is scarcely living.

My heart - seemed to be inviting me to explore this _ _
new path. So | decided to wait for a while and see faster is the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord.

God opened a way Some time lateat a retreat While promising the Resurrection to us all, the New
day, | found myself chatting to the person in the nextestament tells us very little about the nature of
chair Somehow his name seemed familiar althougFeSurrected life except insisting that it is the

| hadnt met him. DenisVoodbridge!! He told me resurrection of the bodyhis is the great hope of all
that there was &S.S.Fmember actually living near Christians.

me. Sandra Jackson answered many questions and | _ _ o
became an inquirer Every child of God has a destiny — not only in this

world but also beyond it in the world to come. So

| found that having a Rule; a Spiritual Director who often we are earthbound_. Many have their noses so
challenged the practise of that rule in my life and a €/0S€ to the monetary grindstone; they do not look
Novice Counsellor who helped me study the up and see Goslglory A worldly person without
relevance of Franciscan teaching gave me a focus réligion can be like a ship on the high seas without
and helped draw all my activities and interests to ac0mpass, homeport or destinatidhe great

central point. psychiatrist Qarl Jung (1875-1961_) said "among all
Perhaps this is what | have appreciated most. On MY patients in the second half of life — that is to say
days when I'mtoo tired, too busy or feel confused | OVer 35 years —there has not been one whose

can return to my Rule and live out of that knowing Problem, in the last resort was not that of finding a
that it has been formulated in a quiet, prayerful rellgl_ous outlook on life”. Easter is above all a
space. Festival of Hope.

In 1997 | was professed at Retreat House (where |

first spoke to Denis in 1994).

L 60 6600006060000 0606006060606060060606066 64
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Newly Appointed Regional Director for the

Fl Asia Pacific Programme My Franciscan Journey

By: Revd Robert McKennay

My Franciscan journey commenced in 1992 when |
came to Brisbane to attend selection conference at S
Francis College. Prior to the interviews that,dag
Francis Day service was conducted where | met
many of therhird Order group from Brisban&his
relationship has continued. During my time as a
student at SFrancis | visited Singapore to do some
research on Church Growth and Evangelism. |
stayed at SPeteis College during my time in

Fr. Elias Moses
OFM, Regional Director
for the FlAsia Pacific
Programme Franciscans, =
International (FI) is
happy to announce the
appointment of FrElias
Moses OFM, of &

Thomas thé\postle's Singapore and met with tfdird Order members in
Province, India, as the Singapore, a number of times in my six weeks there.
new Regional Director for the Rsia Pacific | spent much time with Canon Frank Lomax. He
ProgrammeThe vacancy arose following the tragic ran S Petets CollegeWe spent time exploring the
drowning of MateusZ uniewicz RIPthe former meaning of being a Franciscan particularly in a
Regional Directqrin August 201. foreign country

Fr. Elias has a Masters in Sociology and  After my ordination to Priesthood, | began
Philosophy plus an MBA in Human Resources and Chaplaincy in théustralianArmy in Townsville
Development; he has fluent English afamil, with  where | met with the North Queensland group on a
a working knowledge of Hindi and Kannada. Most regular basisThis has also happenedAdelaide,
recently FrElias was employed by the National WaggaWagga, Darling Downs and Canberra during
Centre of the Church in India (NBCLI), under the  different postings.

Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI)

working in the areas of leadership training, During the times of isolationt&rancis has been a

programming and ganisational development. Prior constant companion guiding and directing me

to this Fr Elias was a college lecturer and then Dearparticularly when | have separated from my fanily

of Sudies in the seminarafter which he worked for  know the presence of Francis and this has been very

four years with ‘Parru$echnical’and ‘Accenturein  important to me during my time in PNG in 1997-8. |

the areas of training, addressing solution needs in thgive no doubttJrancis was guiding me and

fields of leadership and ganisational development. directing my time in IRAQ in 2006-7. During this

Throughout this period FElias has been actively  time | had a close friend, an Episcopalian Priest who

engaged with a variety of nongovernmental had been a First Order Brothsty time in Baghdad

organisations (NGO) working on social justice issuegvas not that safe but daily as | moved around Iraq

such as Beet Children, and the Dalit Community;  and in and out of Baghdad | was aware that | was not

whilst simultaneously addressing justice issues, alone.

which are negatively impacting on the most

vulnerable in India. | am nearly at the end of my time as a Full-time
Chaplain with the Queensland Police Servides

In welcoming FrElias to the &ff Team of has been a time when | have tried to live my life as
Fl, itis an opportunity to thank Sanjay Gathia, who & Francis has directed me. During those night shifts
generously took over as the Interim Regional on the Gold Coast, | was confronted by many things,
Director, during the past six months. He with S young children wandering the streets, people who
Elizabeth Devera SFIC and OrruedeeSumanangkul had lost their direction in life and the family and

SFO in the Bangkok fite, did an excellent job friends of people who had dieall these events
keeping the FAsia Pacific Programme running have confirmed that Franciscan Spirituality can and
during the months following Mateuszuntimely will assist us to follow the path laid by Brancis.
death. The Prayer List has kept me connected to my

brothers and sisters within ti&ird Order Daily
Fr. Elias will commence his new position with
Fl in mid March.
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ON BECOMING.........

By: Geof Nutting

Once upon a time — born in 1936 — there was a little~ P2dS hypefcontrolied rationality — proved a

boy called Gedf Just two years ago he finished his Mixed blessing: theology became for Geof

first book, and the dedication page refd:fond elaborate world of intellectual real estate that cut
remembrance of the motheho never could fathom him off from most of his fellow humans.

the son she ber yet ever loved me dedrlome ~ What brought Geéfack from the abyss of
mothers do have them, and Mum did it tough with bi-polar depression was an abiding passion t_o teach
young Gedf Recent secular fashion in psychology theology and the grace of a many yeansiersion
could have d&red her this cold comfort: “your son (through retreats in a Contemplative monastery) in
hasAspeger syndrome”. In fact, Gebdloes boast Cistercian spiritualityThere he learnt theology in a
such a professional diagnosis, obtained in 2003, pufdifjerent keyas an essentially practical discipline of
for his research purposes. But back in the 1940sfGegWth in love and detachmefihis fractified in a
was just a “naughty boy’, disobedient enough for Mugcond-half of life career in psychiatric (_:haplalncy
sometimes to scream of “having to send him to and pastoral care. His ‘first book’, mentioned
Borstal” (a ‘corrective’ institution). above, is a distillation and analysis of his life-

Dad would have none of that. His authority wa§XPerience. It was accepted in part-fulfilment of
firm and unemotional (just #speger specialists the requirements fo_r an MCD ‘practical’ o_Io_ctorate
would recommend)True, occasionallyhe did spank form.ally awarded him in 2t Doctor of Ministry
his young son, but only “because | have to put your udies _ _
mother first”. In Gedf s childhood (and for long after) In 2005 Gedfwas professed in otird
he loved his Dad with a more undivided love than hi@rder of the Society oft$rancis. Currently he is
Mum. In every way his Dad gave him his freedom to"econsidering whether this can truly be his spiritual
become what was in hirdvhen, at age six, Geof home. He wquld value our prayers, and fage-to-face
refused Mums emotional pressures to continue ~ €ncounter with any members who share his
‘saying his prayers’ — they included dire threats of philosophical _sce_ptlmsm_as to the pretensions of
‘hell fire’ — his non-churchgoing Dad stepped in and S€cular psychiatric labelling.
guaranteed Gebimmunity from further imposition of
maternal religion. Dag’word was law * On becoming meropen to others in God:

Some sons do have them — hypakious Aspeger syndome and the Enneagram
mothers, | mean. It is infectious; and almost to the end
of his schooldays Murg'little boy was to become the
natural butt of bullies — almost a trademark of persoNg e rrrEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Yy
‘diagnosed wittAspegers’. His only defence was to

trust in that utterly unemotional rationality that Dad : Franciscan & Hon Days
had modelled for him. Once past adolescence, this X To Note

started to pay dividendgVithin five years of
university education Gebhad to his credit two Apr'l2 5 MaundyThursday
n Apr'l2 6 Good Friday

degrees in music and a diploma in theology; and so
he was launched on an academic cargkich took Aprl2 8 Easter Sunday
May'l2 16 Margaret of Cortona

him from native England first to Nigeria, then

Australia. . . May'12 20 Bernardine of Sienna
Interestingly music and religion had been the ,

twin passions that kept his mothehead above waterx June’12 13 Anthony of Padua

And they proved to be the most creative partof her x  July '12 15 Bonaventure

sons heritage — though he pursued them, post-

adolescence, in styles a hygienic distance from

anything Mum was at home in: high-and-dry

Anglicanism and ‘Early MusicThat other heritage

‘Readings and other material for worship and
devotion are in the Manual - Section F’

£ 660 0000600006000 060606060606000060660604
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“Now any volunteer involved in that process will
have OHS obligations, and the person conducting the
undertaking could be prosecutédthey dont need to
commit an ofence foWorkCover NSWto come in and
check them; they will commit anfehce if they cannot
demonstrate how they are exercising due diligence.”

o ] ) The Reverend Bill Crews from SydneyExodus

~ ORDAINED ministers will be stripped of £ ndation, which feeds hundreds of homeless people
their centuries-old statusf as “servants_ of God” foévery daysaid he supported the new laws in principle
the purposes of new national occupational healtf,+ yarned: “When you set up laws like this, you set up
and safety laws, and will instead be regarded asy;reqycracies that are limited in how they can respond.
“workers” who can be prosecuted for safety  \jynteers who can work in a myriad ways are in danger
breaches in church. o of being locked into a system controlled by ideologues.

_The changes have alarmed religious It was $ Francis ofAssisi who kissed a lepgsut you

organisations because they also mean that churgh+ see that happening today
volunteers, many of them elderban be Les MacDonald from Meals dWheels said he
prosecuted for safety breaches and face $300,0Q0 5 concerned about insurance cover for volunteers who
fines or five years in jail. will now be regarded as workers, and about the

_ Und(_ar the new laws, which have been paperwork accompanying the changes.
introduced in NSW and Queensland and are due “With many of these services, you have one part-

to be rolled out in the other states this year time employee and 50 volunteers,” he said.

community volunteers are reclassified as “They’re going to have this huge additional layer
workers” and must be trained in OHS laws. of administrative work loaded on to them.”

Uniting Church workplace safety manager
Bill Tobin, who co-ordinates 100,000 volunteers
in NSW, said yesterday he was convening a
meeting of church groups “to try to get some sort
of restraint on this legislation”.

“They have to recognise some of our
congregations have 10 people in them, Tdbin
said.

Church volunteers face jail under

tough new OHS laws

Imre Salusinszky FronTheAustralian
January 18, 2012

From: Revd Dr Michael Gién

He LivesWithin

How do | know that Christ is risen?
What proof have | to give?
He touched my life one blessed day
and | began to live.

“This could cause them to close ... if they
cant function within the obligations of the
legislation.”

Workplaces must employ at least one
person in order for volunteers to be covered by
the laws, which is why the reclassification of
ministers means every congregation will now be

How do | know he left the tomb
that morning long ago?
| met him just this morning

captured.

“Ministers were previously deemed not to
be employees but servants of God receiving a
stipend, not a wage,” Mrobin said.

“A lot of our volunteers are elderlut
because they have an ordained minister who
becomes a workgethey become workers toall
of a sudden you've got a legal obligation for
volunteers, who are now vulnerable individually
to prosecution if they dontake reasonable care.

“It will be a lawyers’ picnic.”

Mr Tobin gave the example of a small
group of women who every year baked and sold
Christmas puddings and used the proceeds in
their mission work.

and my heart is still aglaw

How do | know that endless life
He gained for me that day?
His life within is proof enough
of immortality.

How do | know that Christ still lives
rich blessings to impart?
He walks with me along the way
and lives within my heart.
-Author unknown
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GREETINGS FROM BATHURST
By: MaureerArnold TSSF
a hand); house to house, place to place. Both he anc
Francis, son of a merchant, young man of  Sue have always been passionate about helping
valour, who loved his life.¥t, his life was not enough others and will be continuing their Franciscan
for him, and when he rejected his materialistic journey as soon as they settle into their new home.
lifestyle, Jesus Christ became AlsL. This week we begin our Lenten study which

That amazing turn around of spirit, that is always open to all who want to share it, and we
knowing of Christ his Lord, not only changed vast begin our own Lenten journey

communities of people in his time, but continues on We send Easter greetings to all of our
and on to all those people in Christ, who open their prothers and sisters, wishing you the peace of God

hearts to the new possibilities we see through Francisd the joy of the Risen Christ in your lives now
The Bathurst group afFSSF have all been changed inand always.

some form or other by knowing Francis.
We are a group ofhird Order Franciscans, Pl oo ee ey
who with ourAssociate members total sixteen.
We are made up of clgy, retired clegy (if there is
such a thing), lay ministers, in paid employment, QUEENSLAND
retired, single, married, parents, grandparents........ and AREA B RETREAT

b 6.6 6 00

. X

the list goes on. ° . o

Our bond is Francis and what he has done and is WHEN: 2-4 OCcToBER, 2012
continuing to do for us and for others. o VENUE:

We plan monthly meetings where we share the
Eucharist; local knowledge that helps us to be in tOL~K:h
with our Franciscan journggnd discuss ‘Francis
type’ issues that arise in our lives. Some of our
members are passionate about refugees and seek
make a diference in the enablement and care of thoge
who seek refuge iAustralia.

The local refugees in Bathurst are an ongoing
involvement, not only at Christmas time when we
ensure that every child receives new gifts, but we ke ey m s s s s s s s s s s s s s sCs n R
our eyes and ears open to those in plight; the
homeless, the pooand all those that through the .
grace of God are placed in our patfe connect with Contemplatl_on and Coffee
generous people, who are conscious of the more  BY: Terry Gatfield

THE BrookFIELD CENTRE
OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUAITY,
BRrRoOKFIELD. QLD.

For Information Contact: Francis Peloe,
Phone: 07 33596287
Email:fpeloe@bigpond.com

£ 660 0000600006060 06060600606060000606006 04

o o000 ¢

needy and through them have been able to supply _ _ Wy *
suites of furniture and all types of household Throughout history Franciscan: a |
necessities to people who through Efdilemmas have been recognised for |

sometimes doteven have a cup from which to drink/€gion of things and did you )

Two weeks ago, we shared Holy CommunionknOW that they are even:
at the property of one of our members where we haygSPonsible for the name of ¢
the privilege of a small chapel which has become a Certain type of cdee - _ _
very special place of worship to usterwards, we Cappuccino.A number of years ago itwas dls_covered
shared a meal and fondly farewelled Bill and Sue  that espresso ciefe topped with frothy hot milk was
Gates who are moving Woy Woy, and whom will be &n excellent beverage. But it needed a ndimename
sorely missed not only by the Franciscans in Bathur¥{as found in the coloult was observed that the colour
but by many in this area who have come to know Bifff the cofee was found to be the same tone of the
over the years. Bill, with what he calls his ‘old truck’,Capuchin Friar robes and the milk the same as their
has moved people from Bathurst to Canberra (oncefaces. Hence Cappuccino. Contemplate on your
with a couple of keen University students giving himCoffee it has an excellent heritage.
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From The Franciscan Readings
From: Good Friday 1@\pril 2009

Good Friday was traditionally

the Parasceve — the

Preparation. It was pybably

called “Good” as a

transliteration flom Gottes

Frietag — “Gods Friday”.

The day is spent ireflection

on the crucifixion of Jesus, his

Passion, and the expiation of

sin. The Mass of the

Presanctified occurs on this

day as does the intsgssions for the universal
church. The elatively ecent devotions to theass
have placed the populateiions of the Grss on
this day to aid the faithful in theieflections.
(Areading fom ‘The Office of the passion’, by S
Francis)

| cried to the Lord with all my voice with all my
voice | begged the Lord.

| pour out my prayer in his sight and I tell the Lord
all my trouble.

When my spirit failed me you knew my ways.

On the path where | walked, the proud hid a trap for

me.

| looked to my right and saw: there was no one who

knew me.

| have no means of escape: there is no one who
cares for my life.

| have borne abuse because of you and confusion
covers my face.

| have become an outcast to my brothers, a stranger

to the children of my mother

Holy Fathey zeal for your house has consumed me;
and the insults of those who blasphemed you have

fallen against me.
They rejoiced and united together against me.
Blows were heaped on me and | knew not why

More numerous than the hairs on my head are thog#

who hate me without cause.
My enemies, who persecuted me unjysigve been
strengthened; | then repaid what | did not steal.

The wicked witnesses who rise up asked me abou

things of which they are ignorant.

They repaid me evil for good and harassed me
because | pursued good.

You are my most holy Father my King and my Go
Come to my aid, Lord, God of my salvation.

4ﬁxxxxx

Penance

From: - Lenten &idy — “Footprints of 8Francis
By: Fr. Terry Booth &Terry Gatfield (tssf)

Celano in his writing abouttS-rancis states, from then
onwards he began to preach to all, with great fervour of
spirit and joy of mind (Armstrong et al., 2004).

The word penance in past times was used for the
translation of the Greek word Metanoiag more
enlightened and more popular term is Repentance and
means, literallya turning from and a turning to. For
the Christian, this is conversion and is equated to three
aspects: a change of heart under the influence of the
Word; bringing forth fruit.This echoes the work of John
the Baptist and the commissioning of #ygostles to
proclaim repentance to all nations.

With respect to S Francis, Magaret McGrath FMSJ
writes:

The life of penance begins with God: the initial
action comes from God, and then comes the
visible signs of conversion and the fruitBhis
fact is crucial to a true understanding of
Franciscan Penance (repentance).

The way of penance (repentance)... is a call
to a life of intimacy and union with Godlhe
way began for Francis with an experience of God
that radically changed his whole life. Because
of this he was able to take up daily this life of
penance (repentance); this daily turning away
from himself to his God. It was through this
way that Francis found union with God.

0 ©.000 00 009000090900000000000000003

»

| have been crucified with Christ;

it is no longer | who live, but Christ
who lives in me; and the life | now
live in the flesh | live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gav
himself for me.

) 5 0. 0.0 0 0 ¢
xxﬂxxxxxxxxxx

x
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Report for Provincial Newsletter continued
from Advent Edition
In r elation to IPTOC 2011 held 03-12-09.09.211

At Holy Cr oss Monastey, West Park, NewYork, USA.

By: The Revd Sally Buckley Assistant Minister Provincial

Youth: the report from IPDC 2005 was &fmed by the meeting. If was felt that while it was good to
encourage younger membership in the Qnélenay mean that we need to be more flexible in the
formation process.

It was also pointed out that at times we need to remember that we are a religious order not a Rotary
Club or Bible Study Group!

Communication: There was some discussion about how we can better share information between
Provinces about what events and guest speakers etc. being planned. It was decided Thiude the

Order Society of Saint Francis Facebook page for this. People are encouraged to join Facebook, but if
they are worried about it, they need only put in the minimum of information and only need have the
TSSF page as your point of contact.

Joint Activities and Speakers

There were a number of meetings and activities which were joint with the First Order Brothers and
Sisters.The day of Reflection and Bible reflections witchbishop Roger was one.

We had two outings which were all together:

- one we went to the Roosevelt Mansion which was about 20 minutes Bamela Clare csf told

us about Eleanor Roosevsltvork in human rights and in womerafairs after the death of her

husband.

- the second was a day of Pilgrimage which began at the grave of Reigneedt de Chardain

(again not far away), then down to Graymoor to the foundation house of the Societitoind@ent,

a society which had its roots in the Episcopal Church but converted to Rome in its early days. From
there we visited the Franciscan Sisters at a monastery at Peekskill where two sisters who were
originally CSF in England went to and ended up staying.

The day had its own twists and turns. Our transport was two yellow school buses. Our bus driver was
something else ... at one stage | thought we were going to end up as news headlines, as he attempted
number of rather bizarre manoeuvres and refused to pay any attention to the navigation device he had!
Also at the last place we visited, we met a nun who had turn 100 a few days before. She was quite
deaf but her memory was as sharp as.e8&e was able to remember so much, which absolutely
delighted so manyarticularly the first Order sisters, as she remembered the 2 sisters who had come
from the UK!

We were blessed by two guest speakers who spent some time with us:

Jim Puglisi is the Minister General of the Society of &®nement, which is a Roman Catholic order

but has strong ecumenical leanings. Some have stayed with the “American SigiesSiir they

are from the Society of th#onement. Jim shared about movements and frustrations on the

ecumenical front. | met him 6 years ago in Canterkheys a delightful man and enjoyed being with

us. He has a great ecumenical heart and encouraged us to reach across the denominational divide anc
build strong ties with our Catholic Franciscan brothers and sisters.

Denise Boyleis currently the head of Franciscans International. She is based in Geneva. She gave a
very inspiring talk about the work of FI and thefelience they are making. She asked for our prayers
for FI; for those who work for Fl and for the work they do. She saidufprayers are really

important — when you touch evil, you need protection.”
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Report for Provincial Newslettercontinued

from Advent Edition

Joint meeting together we put up an agenda for the discussion time. Unfortunately there realty wasn’
enough time to cover what we needed to discuss together but we did pretty well.

Anglican Covenantthis was chaired b&rchbishop Roger who spoke in some length about the
Covenant and the history behind it. It certainly helped demystify it, we drew up a list of pros and cons
and had some discussion which helped take a lot of the fear factor out of it. One thing which we
realised and | think that it was a relief for maparticularly in theAmericas, is that whatever happens

to the Communion, we will remain united as the Society of St Francis.

Christchur ch Earthquake - some slides were shown of the damage and John Hebenton shared some
of the stories of the NZertiaries who had beenfa€ted by the earthquake and have been involved in
helping those who lost everything there.

The Franciscan Br Sam shared a bit about this. He said the number of subscription&isbralia

has been impressive since we have been able to subscribe Vieasurer and thanked us for that.

Closerties and cooperation between the Ordershis was dirmed that when possible the First and
Third Orders work together on projects.

Letter to the Ar chbishop of Canterbury: a letter of support similar to one sent six years ago, has
been sent to th&rchbishop. Jointly signed by the Ministers General of the First Order Brothers and
Sisters and the Minister General and MG elect offthied Order

Hilfield : the First Order are undgying an audit of all their propertie$here may be further
movement (for those who follow them) as some houses become unsustainable or others become more
suitable. Br Sam shared about the Hilfield Project and the new vision which was taking shape there.

Summary:

It was a huge privilege to be able to represent you at this international forum, and | think you for your
prayers during this timeAn international Chapter meeting is always full of challenges and blessings
and | believe your three representatives from this Province discovered that in bucket loads!

To Follow In The Footprints

Of Our Lord From The Editor
Excerpt From: Francis @fssisi —
Writer and Spiritual Master | would like to thank all

To follow in the footprints of Jesus Christis athemgticles for the Easter
thatis very dear to Francis. Itis even said that the followigyition. They were most
of Christ,the sequela Christicharacterizes Franciscaninspiring_
spirituality. This is true as long as we give an accurate

content to this expressiofihe theme, borrowed from the he N letter | derful vehicle of icat
First Letter of Peterdoes not speak of the deeds an_-(lj- e Newsletter 1s a wonaeriul venicie of communication

gestures of the earthly life of Jesus that we would needfpSharing our experiences, strengths and hopes, along
reproduce. It is rather an invitation to enter into, withith our journey in Franciscan Spiritualityfou are
tenderness and patience, the mystery of the blessed Passielgomed and encouraged to submit articles for possible
of our Lord, and thus share in his painful and gloriougiclusion.

destiny Rather than a mystique of poverty understood Incan be contacted by email

the sociological sense, tisequelas a mysticism of the on: gloria@radiantpathways.com.auor by

Passion that in following the Lord finds its fulfillment inphone on07 33710265 or mobile 0412 400374.

glory. To follow the footsteps of Christ s to live according=q those without internet access, my address is:

to all the demands of the gospel, feuihg and death 6 Fairley Sreet, Indooroopilly 4068 Qld
included, and to open ourselves to the promises that t6\i15|shing you all :alvery Blessed Easter '

gospel proclaims.

Gloria Malouf-Marsh Newsletter Editoy
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