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Easter Edition

St Catherine of Sienna describes spiritual life asgelaree:
: The trunk of the tree is love
The core of the tree, that middle part that must be
alive for the tree to flourish, is patience
The roots of the tree are self-knowledge
The many branches, reaching out into theaa@
discernment
Once again we are reminded in this imagénking us to the
*.&  world that surrounds us, to be whole as individuals and as
* 4 community so that true love can embrace us and through us,
_i embrace those to whom we minister
The end of the reading in Corinthians 12: verse 31 calls us to

whatever God may ask of uss ‘strive for the greater gifts and | will show you a still more
we enter into Lent we are given excellent way'.

an opportunity to reflect on our calling, and our journey in Chrigje ase keep Provincial Chapter in your prayers as it meets on
with our brother Francis. , April 12-15th at oud in NSWPray also for your own Regional
Our Principles are ideal for reflection not only day by dayjinisters as they prepare for this gathering, for those in your

but should be read and studied as a whole during our Lenjeiong who have entered the noviciate and for those who wil
observances so as to lead and strengthen us as Easter daW”B@B%cted for profession.

the joy of Gods promise to each of us is revealed anew Peace, joy and love to each of you this Easter
‘In the example of his own sacrifice, Jesus reveals the secret of

bearing fruit. In surrendering himself to death, he becomes thgi, ssf [Provincial Minister]

source of new life. Lifted from the earth on the cross, he draws all
people to himself Day 2 [Principles]

‘The primary aim for each of us is to make Christ knoWwms
shapes our lives and attitudes to reflect the obedience of those
whom the Lord chose to be with him and sent out as his withesses. ... ..

Like them, by word and example, we bear witness to Christ [Whj}jedltatlon based on

ever we may be].. Day 6 [Principles] Jesus’Seven words on the Grss

“...itis Christ's love that inspires us to service and strengthens gt \Word — “Father, forgive them, for they know not what
for sacrifice.” Day 14 [Principles] they do.”

“...The chief form of service that we have tdesfis to reflect the goconaword — “Lord remember me whefhou comest into
love of Christ, who, in his beauty and powisithe inspiration and Thy Kingdom, And Jesus said unto hirderily | say unto

joy of our lives...” Day 20 [Principles] thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.”

St Pauls first letter to the Corinthians 12: 12-3fruck a chord in - Third Word — “Woman, behold thy Son. Behold thy MotHer
me when it was read on the 3rd Sunday of Epiphany thisWear Fourth Word —“My God, my
are all more than familiar with the imagery as Paul outlines haBod, why hasThou forsaken
each of us, with our individual gifts, is made part of the one,bodyie?”

the body of ChrisfThis message is the joy we share as membedrifth Word - “I thirst.”

of the Third Order one body of brothers and sisters striving t&ixth Word — “It is finished.”
proclaim Gods message, striving to support those who have negdventhWord — “Father into
of us and striving in the Spirit to fulfil Gaslwill. It is wonderful ~ Thy hands | commend my spirit.”
to know that we are not alone as each day we pray as one body in
Christ for one another
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Dear sisters and brothers,
Another year has unfolded
giving each of us the joy of new
beginnings.There are many local,
international and social issues to
challenge us as Franciscans and
Christians leading us to speak out,
and step out whenever and tg

Visit us on the web atww.tssf.org.au
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living both in the marketplace and the desert — called to
The New reflect the love of Christ to all people, sustained by a life
of praise and prayer
When Colin asked me last year toAssistant
i Provincial Minister | was totally taken aback, but said |
Assisant would consider and pray about his requAstieek or so
of uncertainty and some panic went by until the Sunday
when | was reader at church. It was a favourite reading,
Provincial the call of Samuel: ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant
heareth’, followed by the Gradual hymn: ‘The
Summons’.
‘Will you come and follow me if | but call your name? . .

Sandra Jackson Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?’
I knew then that | must ring Colin that very night and

S wish | Id be a F . - fided t say ‘Yes'. Sally did such a wonderful job Assistant

. wish Tcould be a Franciscan , 1 contided 0 &\ ineial and | can'fill her shoes, but, wearing my
f_nend as we S.tOOd looking at a series of plctl_Jres of t. %vn, I am relying on ‘the power that is made perfect in
life of S Frarr11C|s|_.|_I|t| V\t/)as 198;:’ I?r.]d Vﬁmwljre ga\l;\llgg p?rt Weakness’, to assist Colin in a pastoral capacity: doing
aretreat at the Hillsborough FriaryAckland.When | o4 | can to keep in touch with isolated tertiaries and

said those words, | had no idea that my friend was &l :
. . ts. | Id b teful if you
SSF companion, nor any knowledge of Tiinérd Ordey COL?I\(;V;rr;ﬂ‘?rler};(;eigutﬁisssnev\\ll\l?;e € gratetutity

but she uged me to go and talk to Brother Daniel at the
Friary in Parnell. I did. Profession came in 1988.

It was as if all my life had been leading to this
point.As a child in Sydney | had been much impressed
by a radio program we listened to on Sunday evenings;
‘Hour of & Francis’ After 1956, when my family moved gThan kS TO
to Melbourne, we spent all our holidays with our belove
Austrian grandfathein his garden room was Giotso’ drhe Order
‘St Francis preaching to the birdsid one of his favourite
books was Das einfache Leben (The Simple Life).
Working alongside my grandfather in his 3 acre garden,
| too talked to the birds, learnt to feed them on my hargkowm: Inger Russell
and absorbed his ‘I'thou’relationship with Sister Earth (Daughter of Kath Beicher)
and all the natural world@he simple life beckoned. Kath Beicher TSSFA

After Marrying Hugh in 1967, | lived for 2 years
in Cambridge, England, where¢ Benets became our
parish church and the brown-robed friars of SSF a p
of my life. A S Benets parish retreat took me to Pleshe

?gm sending this on behalf of my mothéath Beicher
—my first retreat that taught me the importance of ‘bein ou_Id the message be'OW. be placed in yc;ur n_ewsle_ttgr
the verb of the spiritual life — ‘Be still and know that%lr circulated on your email address book? | think this is
, . . the address my brothe3vend, used to let you know of
am God’. $Srangely our parish church in Glen Innes,_ ~ . . .
Auckland, 1981 — 88, was also home of the First Ord[e)rads passing. He and | will regularly check the emall
brothers before they moved to the Friary in Parnell. %n_d help M_um r_espond to messages sent to her while she
o . : rfldjusts to life without Dad.
Auckland | was heavily involved in the environmenta
and peace movements and doing voluntary work f
CORSO (overseas aidgamization)Again simplicity —
‘Live simply, so that all may simply live.’
| was wanting a deeper level of Christia
commitment and a greater sense of commuihe sort
of community I'd known in the 70s in university housin
in CanberraWhat attracted me most abouit Bancis

was his recklessness in following Christ — ‘My God an@eicherTSSF, A. Thank you also from Svend and me

my all’ — a total self-giving. ¢ Cof M
As a tertiary | value the very real sense of being?r your support ot vium.

knit together in community and prayéne disciplineof -~~~ """~~~ "~~"~"~~~~~"~"~"~"~°~°"~°"~°"°"=°=°"="=°"~°"~°"~°"°=°°°
our Rule and the wholeness of the Franciscan way of

%ank you all for the thoughts and prayers

expressing sadness and concern at the passing of
Flemming. | have received so many cards and flowers
I}hat it is not possible to eply to everyone

individually, but | would like to thank you all.
gknowing how many people have loved and will miss
im has helped to ease the sadness af this time. Kath
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The Rev'd Flemming Beicher tssf _ _
1934 - 2013 Fr Raphael Pazzellis 3 Francis and the

Third Order

From:The Franciscan and Pre-Franciscan Pentitential

i . Movement.” Chicago: Franciscan Herald Press, 1989.
Flemming was born in Denmark and remembegy. Esme Parker

the war years. Denmark was occupied by the Nazis and
Flemming often talked about the King of Denmark. Christian  \nhan 1 took up my role as Regional Minister for

X rode his horse through Copenhagen every day as a kifély a, | was hopeful that we could have a focus at each
of protest at the occupation. He moved among the Peoplgaiing that would increase our knowledge of the life and
and was able to be a strong point of community for thém yinisiry of S5 Francis and Clare, and of Franciscan
story got around that the king even wore a yellow star iy, ojoqy This was not possible for the first few months
solidarity with the Jews. Flemming was impressed by 8.5 ;se it was necessary to focus ourggeeon General
king’s exa_mple of Iove_ for his people and his strong a'aﬂ‘lapter held in Sydney in July2009. After we had
gentle _reS|stance of evil. _ recovered from Chapter we started looking for a suitable
Flemming and Kath were married for 50 years, and thB%ok. We found this in Fr Raphael Pazzsll& Francis
were both blessed by the _deep love that they had for eaf} theThird Order recommended bJedWitham in one
other; a love that was obvious when you metthem. ¢ ;r Francisan NewsletterShe great value of this

. BrothersAlan Barnabas and Daniel were the firs yication is that it is actually written in the English
to introduce Flemming to the Franciscan famillye |55,,9qe, not translated, and is very well researched. Fr
Brothers had come to conduct a mission in the pariglichael Gifin obtained a copy of the book and kindly
BrotherAlan was billeted with the Belche_rs, and Fl_emm'ngndertook to email the Sydney group with a chapter before
saw how BrotheAlan, after a late evening of quite hard, .1, meeting, where the host would prepare a few

work in the parish, and a whisky before bed, would be Ypestions, for circulation before the meeting, to get the
again at 6.30 to say his prayersis dedication had a realdiscussion going.

impact on Flemminghfter meeting BrotheAlan, Flemming It has to be said that the early chapters were a

was encouraged to live his life in dedication to God. o 5j1enge to most of us. Some of our group questioned the
Flemming was a deacon, and I know he felt @jeance of learning about the state of church politics

connection with Saint Francis also ordained a deacon: fory -,iture between the 3rd C to the 13tHTe language

both the heart of their diaconate was service to others. |, .« dificult, for those of us with no theological training,

_ Flemming and Kath becarfiertiaries together after y, oo \yere descriptions of Greek terms, reference to Latin
this mls_S|onThey were profes§e_d togetheAngust 1991. - 40 ments and the use of ecclesiastical terminol®bg
Flemming was Regional Minister foWA on several (o nation of the penitential movements was described in

occasions, and he and Kath invited many to follow Frangj§, ¢ qetail and came as completely new knowledge to many
with them. Quite a number becafieird Order members ¢, - Not until Chapter 6 did we start on the more familiar

as a result. _ _ _territory of the life of $Francis and the eng@nce of the
When | think of Flemming — as a brother tertiaryy,,, ¢y 1owers of $ Francis as part of the wider penitential

as a Christian, a deacon, a friend, I think of a man Whorﬁ%vement. Even here there were surpridés. were all
sincerity loyalty, humility and love made him much IOVE’dfamiIiar with the general outline of the life of Brancis.

In return. . . Personally | had not appreciated that most of the writings
Kath says that tertiaries from all arouAd_stralla from S Francis himself came from the period after 1219,

called and emailed and wrote to assure Flemmlng of thﬁ:dﬂowing his visit to Egypt and his famous visit to the

prayers.There were 100 mourners at Flemms@ineral g, ;an “This reinforced for me the importance of core

held at the Beichés parish church oftSBrendans in 4,0 ments in any reading and understanding of writings
Warnbro on Monday 4 Februargain Kath was moved ;. + ¢ Francis.
by the love that came from all the Franciscan family We perseveredWe completed the study at our last
Kath would like to thank you for that love and fOf,eeting in 2012 and the general consensus was that it ha
the prayers. been a very worthwhile undertaking. It had met my aim
__________________________ to have a Franciscan focus for each meeting, and has bee
completed before | end my term of Regional Minister later
GANCHON - KOREA this year L
| can only speak for myself in reviewing the study
of this book. There is a temptation to seeFBancis as a
radical Christian seeking to literally live the Gospel life
that Jesus presented, within the orthodox control of the
Church, but there is so much more to be gained from the

By: RevTedWitham

Br. Raphael Suh has been elected new guardiantof S
Francis Friary, Gangchon. Please pray for him and the
brothers in Gangchon, as hakes up his new ministry
20 January 2013, the feast of the FoundersAxiglican
Franciscan Communities. study of his writings.
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A JOURNEY, Continued EINSTEIN, SCIENCE AND GOD

By: Nola Sewart By: Seve Howes

A journey that has been challenged often, can be an In our December NewsletteRev Dr Robert
insight into my own being where | am brought into focupeCaen drew our attention (page 10) to a 1954 letter by
with God. So often | could take another path and rely entireMbert Einstein in which the great physicigtote that the
on myself and enjoy the me, myself, and | attitude. Findingord God was “nothing more than the expression and
the inner voice of the Holy Spirit has always given me theroduct of human weaknesses, the Bible a collection of
ability to walk each dayslipping often along the way andhonorable, but still primitive legends which are
coming back from my will into God’will. nevertheless pretty childish.”

In &. Francis, grace had shown him who everything I am concerned that many people still assume that
was, his intimacy with Christ and his wholeheartedne must choose between science and religmoounter
embracing of this lived out in the communiycrucial role  this misunderstanding it helps to know a little about some
of the Holy Spirit working in his life. | believe that it is very great scientists who have also been committed Christians.
helpful to my human growth to have a role model such &sichael Faraday (1791-1867) was perhaps the greatest
St. Francis who had a deep love for God and a deep love éwer experimental scientist in Physics and Chemistry and
God’s creation. His message is of peace - the peace of Godhim there was no conflict between his Science and his
which passes all understanding. He found something muChristian faith. Some of his sermons have come down to
more lasting than the everlasting pursuit of what pleasas and they indicate his thorough knowledge of both Old
‘me’ - namely a relationship with God, with other peopleand NewTestaments. For Faradagod is the author of
and with the whole of creation that is more satisfying thasoth the book of Nature and of the Bible. (As a member of
anything or anyone else. his church he ministered to the poor and needy and

For S. Francis, his life experiences had been liveftequently visited the sick/ery Franciscan!)
in the light of the way Christ himself had shown him and in What of the ‘Big Bangtheory?This concept was
the strength of the love that the Passion revealed to him. disveloped from Einsteia’Generallheory of Relativity
heart was always filled with that love and with the thoughdy GeorgesLemaitre (1894-1966) who was both Professor
of Christ's sufering. He said: “Vé can boast in our of Astrophysics and a Catholic priest in Belgitve may
weaknesses and in carrying each day the holy cross of oull ask if Lemaitre kept his Science and his theology in
Lord Jesus Christ.At the time $. Francis received the separate compartments in his life. On the contriaey
stigmata, Brother Leo heard him prag¢ho artThou, connected Science with his Christian beliefs as he
sweetest GodAnd who am |, a wretched worm, thy maintained that “There are two ways of arriving at the
worthless servant? truth. | decided to follow both of themAt conferences of
Recently reading “Cries Fromhe Cross” by ErwilV  the greatest physicists, including Einstein, Lemaitre was
Lutzer, he said: Unless we see ourselves as deserving of #agily recognised by the white insert in his blackgyler
verdict that Pilate gave to Jesus, unless we see ourselvesdaiar,
worthy of hell, we will never understand the Crdsse Cross Here inAustralia we have a community of around
shatters all pride and undercuts the ultimate value of seffo Christian professional scientists knowhQ@AST, the
effort. The Cross stands as proof of Godreat love but Institute for the Sidy of Christianity in alge of Science
also reveals our own ugline§ie cup that the Father gaveandTechnologyThe first aim of ISCASTs “To promote
Christ to drink: that cup meant that he would become ouan understanding of science, technology and the Christian
“sin bearer’ The horror of our Savits holiness coming in faith which is consistent with the Judaeo-Christian doctrine
contact with our sinfulness is what Calvary was all aboutof Creation, with its emphasis on God as the God of

nature.”ISCAST is keen to provide resources for churches
__________________________ to use for the annual National Sciendeek, 10-18
August.wwwiscast.og

Place your mind before the mirror of eternity!

Place your soul in the brilliance of glory! We cannot prove that God exists simply by counti_ng
Place your heart in the figure of the divine Christian scientists but we can reassure people there is no
subsance necessary conflict between Christian belief and ground-
And transform your whole being into the breaking scientific work.

image of the Godheaddelf through

contemplation!

So that you too may feel what His friends feel Live simply
as they aste the hidden sweetness . .
which God Himself has reserved from the so others may Slmply live.
beginning for those who love Him.” By: Mohandas Gandhi

By: & Clare ofAssisi
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. R\
Embracing Darkness i "y

By: Terry Gatfield

Paul Simon in 1964 penned these haunting words in his
songThe Sound of Silence:
Hello darkness, my old friend

I've come to talk with you again Humi|ity ., Love

My observation of many Christians suggests that darkne@:@d ‘]Oy
should be something that should be held at a distance andB¥i Margaret Holt
possible, eliminated from our lives altogeti#enice sentiment
but perhaps not our God of the scriptures. Genesis informs us As Lent begins, and both Easter and my profession as a
that on the first day God made the night just as he made the d&yanciscan approaches, | am drawn to think more and more abou
and God saw that both were gootet in the main darkness in this life of humility, love and joy It is central to our lives as
our contemporary thinking and teaching has become an enefrianciscans but more importantly | have realised over these pas
We fear the darkness and it is often the counsel of others thattwe years that it is central to the Christian life because it was the
move ourselves, and others away from it to places of light. core of Jesus’ being and therefore the very core of God himself.

Yet much discernment is needed about what we meldimility and love cannot be divided as it is revealed to us in Jesus
by darknessWhat | mean does not refer tofsuiing psychological — itis because of Goglpassionate love for us that Jesus ‘emptied
depression or illness; or a time when we may be mentally battefé@self and came amongst us to give his life. God himself, Creator
and disconnected from the world. Nor does it refer to demor@igd Lord, coming to be with us is the greatest example to us of
darkness. Rathgrrefer it in this context to being spiritually in ahumility and love. Jesus, one with the Creator and Lord of us alll,
place of substantial emptiness and unknowiAgplace where became a servant who washed his disciples feet with complete
there is a void of silence and our own voices and wills afwimility. A servant who, just before he was about to face such a
deactivated.A place where we are stripped of being our owffightening trial of pain and stgfring, could see through the other
rulers and our own gods and the power of self-determinatiorsigle and speak to his followers about joy:
reduced to zero; our egos take their rightful position. Judgement “Now is your time of grief, but | will see you again and
is suspended and our souls are laid bare before @odther Yyou will rejoice, and no one will take away your joyohn 16:22.
enters the space. In this place we might be brought to kn8# Francis followed this way of humilitjove and joy because he
something of the mind, ways and purposes of God in a new atanted nothing more than to follow the life of his Master and
refreshing way God.A yearning and desire that culminated in his passionate words

It is suggested that we should never shun the darkn@ssMt. LaVerna:
but make it a friend, as the song suggests, Hello darkness, my old ~ “My Lord Jesus Christ, | beg thee to grant me two graces
friend. We should recount spending the first 9 months of otaefore my death: first, that for the rest of my life | may experience
lifetime in the darkness of the womb; seeds germinate in darkndBgny soul and in my bogps much as possible, the same pain that
and in the abode of sleep we spend 1/3 of our life without lightou sufered, O sweet Jesus, during the time of thy most cruel

| am a passionate black and white photographer aR@ssion; and second, that | may feel in my heart, as much as
know from experience that the best photos comes not just fre@ssible, the same love which inflamed thee, the Son of God, anc
the lens of the camera but from the darkrodinere silence led thee to siiér thy passion gladly for us sinners.”
prevails; contrast is adjusted; toning and tinting is applied; af@ough we are far from where Francis was in this pivotal moment
dodging, burning and vignetting engaged The final print is in his life, his passionate words of love should move us also to
seen in the light but it can only be truly formed in the darknesgome close to our beloved Jesus this Passiontide - to hold Him

Darkness is often where the voice of God can be madese to our hearts and comfort him in hisfestiig by our love
clearly heard - the place where our voice is silent and His is théd devotion. By our love, service and humility we bring Him
clearestThe darkness is precious as the Psalmist recounts...great joy and we come closer ourselves to knowing the heart of

God as our BrFrancis did.

there your hand will guide me, RN RN RN RN M
your right hand will hold me fast.

If | say, “Surely the darkness will hide me

and the light become night around me,”

even the darkness will not be dark to you;

the night will shine like the day

for darkness is as light to you.” (Psalm 13910-12)

Your annual subscription to
Third Order for the year 2013

Is now due.
Subscriptions fell due on 1 January 2013
and Chapter asks that they be paid by

31 March 2013
This is a brief introduction to a series of articles focused on the

fascinating subject of the Dark Night of the Soul that will feature
in future editions of the Franciscan Newsletter

Payment made by Diect Debit; Cheque/
Money Order with completed Subscription
Invoice To -

Geoff Jordan (Provincial Treasurer)

15 Sreeton Cout,

Morayfield. Qld. 4506.
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. . On Humility
PNG Formation - Finances -Aug 2012; Excerpt: from ‘Ladder of the Divinascent’,
From theTreasurer: Gediey Jordon By: John Climacus

At its meeting irAugust this yearProvincial Chapter took several Humility is a grace in the soul and with a name known
positive steps in PNG formation process, designed to bring PN@nly to those who have had experience of it. It is indescribable
to the status of a Region. wealth, a name and a gift from God “Learn from Me,’ He said;

Firstly, Rt RevdTony Hall-Matthews was appointedthat is, not an angel, not from a man, not from a book, but
“Assistant Provincial Minister for PNG”. It is the intention offrom Me,’ that is, from My dwelling within you, from my
Chapter that all communications with PNG will be made throudtumination and action within you, for ‘I am gentle and meek
Bro. Tony and likewise all communications between Ple@iaries of heart'(Matt. 11:29) in thought and in spirit, and your souls
and the Order iAustralia will also be channelled through Bray. ~ will find rest from conflicts and relief from evil thoughts.

He will advise Chapter of progress in PNGlevelopment and The appearance of this sacred vine is one thing during
will approach Chapter where there is a special need to be methe winter of passions, another in the springtime of flowering,
Secondly it is desirable thaTertiaries in PNG begin to and still another in the harvestime of all the virtugst all

administer their owil.O. financesTo this end, Chapter has maddéhese appearances have one thing in common, ngmebnd

an allocation of $2500. [for this financial year] to be administer#ae bearing of fruit, and they all give sure signs and evidence
by Bro. Harold Joinoba under Braiy’s supervision to meet of the harvest to come.

ongoingT.O. expenses in the Popondetta and Milne Bay districts.

Bro. Harold is to ensure that total accountability is maintained with
the understanding that if there are no receipts, there is no furtEﬁ:J i . o .
money Bro. Harold is also being encouraged to establish a syst mlllty and Slmp“CIt_y belong together’
of subs payments among PNR@rtiaries to supplement the\Where we have no wish to compete with

allocation made by Chaptéit the end of the financial yedro. ; . n an
Harold is to arrange for his financial books to be audited by tﬁ(yr nelghbour,Where we can be open a d

ProvincialTreasurer elpful; Where we can comfort the dis-
The whole procedure will be reviewed after twelve months to assgsessedAnd encourage those who are tef

its success or otherwise and before any further allocations are . Sl .
by Chapter "B&hind. Humility is what Peter called;

Donations to the Developing Region Support Fund [PNGIThe imperishable jewel of a gentle and

will be used to dket in part the allocation made by Chapter i irit”. (1 P r3:4
cover lage cost items that may be identified by Bamy and to quiet spirit”. ( eter 3: )

cover travel costs of bringing Bro HaroldAastralia for Chapter
meetingsAny donations specifically identified for “dinghy running
expenses” will be forwarded to Bro. Harold [via Bfony] and
clearly designated for this specific purpdBeey therefore will be PSalm was 51:10-12
over and above ChapterallocationAll donations are still to be
sent to the ProvincidreasurerDonations are not to be sent directly®Create in me a pure heart, O God,
to Bro.Tony or Bro. Harold. and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence
———————————————————————— or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation
CONGRATULATIONS TO and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

BisHop RoGER HERFT
RECEIVING ORDER OF AUSTRALIA

Provincial Communications Coordinator
Bishop Roger Herft, Protector General of S8Rs  From: DavidWhite
recognised in th&ustralia Day civic honours list, and was As part of David McAennas transition into the
made a Member of the Order Afistralia (AM): “For Provisional Secretary role, all emails sent to provincial.
significant service to thanglican Church ofAustralia ~ Secretary@tsst.grau will now only be sent to him.
through leadership roles in ecumenical and interfaith Official emails requiring my attention should be sent to
c

relations and advocacy for social justice.” omMS@tsst.g.au.
y J ' My new position, Provisional Communications

Coordinatoris an expansion of the previous Publicatiofic@f
role, which | have beenfettively handling while there was no-
one handling that. My responsibility includes the website, print

Recommended Reading and electronic communications, including email lists.

“The Ladder of DivineAscent” ‘ Note that changes of address should be sent to the
By: John Climacus / O | Provincial Secretaryut sending me a copy of the email will
The Classics of { w save David Mc having to also notify me of email address changes.

Western Spirituality
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Francis of Assisi - sufferings of Christ. In death, his body presaged the glory of the
future resurrectionThe wounds he has, show forth/ Gifts of a

The Easter Saint newer kindThe power of this new life was also manifested in the
Excerpt from “The Praying wonders which occurred through his intercession: he shone with
Francis” the new light of miracles after his death.

http://www.poorclares- And Alleluia is His Song- Against this backdrop, the Easter

belleville.info/Fruits/Easter2.htm  references intSFranciswritings shine with a new splend@hen
composing his devotional e of the Cross, the Seraphic Father
The Road to Easter- For §. included a special @fe for the Easter seasor¥et even in the
Francis, the spiritual Easter was notsolemn Ofices for HolyWeek, the thought of Resurrection is
a one-time event, but a journey presentArise, my glory!Arise, lyre and harp! | will arise at dawn!
process. Like SPaul, Francis could | have slept and risen and my most Holy Father has received me
declareAll | want to know is Christ in glory. Christ made Francis, the Easter Saint, a singer of the
and the power flowing from His new song of Redemption. In the “Exhortation to the Praise of
ResurrectionThis knowledge and God,” the Poor Man sang as his own the hymn of those who
power enabled Francis to take the Cross-road which leads to gl@tand before th&hrone of God in heaveniorthy is the Lamb
sharing in (Chrisg) suferings by being formed into the patternwho was slain to receive powealory and honor! His song of
of His death, Francis hoped that (he) too might attain to tfeaster triumph is likewise that of the Church on editiiis is the
resurrection from the dead. (Phil 3:10)1 day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad Aligluia!
The Encounter - Francis’ road to Easter began with a profoundlleluia! Alleluia!
encounter with Jesus Crucified. Praying before the crucifix in tfgonclusion- &. Francis oAAssisi shows what can happen when
church of San Damiano outsidssisi during the first years of his the grace of Easter becometeefive in a Christiag life. He
conversion, Francis heard Christ address to him the heart-shakiggches us that every earthly feuing holds the seed of
words: Francis, rebuild My houseThe future saint felt a resurrection.
mysterious change in himself, but he could not describehis _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __
was the beginning of his spiritual Easter From the Editor
. . . . 1
St Fran0|§ journeyeq to Easter trgnsformatlon by contempla}tllng - Dear Sisters and Brothers,
and imitating Jesus in the mysteries of His poverty and humility & N
; . , The liturgical colour for Lent
Seraphic love even compelled the Poor Man to ask Christto grant’. 4 .
him to feel in his body the pains of the Passion and to feel in his Is purple. Lent prepares us for the
otee Dody bal . . observance of Jesus Chréssufering,
heart the love which ged Christ to die for sinners. : :
o death, and resurrection for us. Itis a
The Icon of the Crucified- In September 1224, two years before . s
. . . . time for self-examination, repentance,
the Seraphic Patriarchteath, God answered his prayer with the o .
imprinting of the Sacredtigmata, making Francis an icon of the prayers, quiet time with the Lord,
CrEcifiengesus ' 9 penance, almsgiving, deepening our
. L . . . faith journey with God and devoting disciplined study of the
Yet, Francisimmersion in the mysteries of the Passion did ncﬁl . . : .
: cripture. Itis also a time to accompany Jesus in the desert for 4C
make him sad or sombeRatherthe sorrows of the Lord opened o . -
. . o : days. Most of all, it is a time of renewal and new beginnings
Francis to a deepetruer joy The wounds of Christ’ Passion rouah our bantism
which the Poor Man bore were in truth signs of spirituatf1 9 pasm.

: - - . I would like to thank all those who contributed articles for
resurrection, God visibly confirming Francis’ passage throug[t'lIe Easter Edition They were most inspiring. | always enjoy
death to life. ' .

A New Creation - The Easter life is new life, - life in Christ. reading them with excitement as this gives me a deeper

) : . . understanding of each individual walking the steps of Francis, in

ﬁg@'&ggdligﬁg’ rtlk(]e(\a/vlssi’grllgi?tsuz;r{c?il:;h;p:;eh:t;\rﬁgg:;izz g: their own way When | read about your experiences and your
" . o~ o . i ' i I haring th

made manifest. His religious family is a new flock in the Churcrh10neSty|t makes me feel 'm going well too, sharing the same

- . : . .~ journey the rocky roads, sharing your anxieties, fears, joys and
a new Orderliving a new life. Francis proclaimed even in hi .
body that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature: the formar o oo> We are all very human, thank you!.
thiny hav y d hoId,l Thev are made new'. (2 Cor | thank each one of you for providing articles for the Easter
gs have passed awdje | y ' Edition and | invite contributions from PNG and SA for our

5:17) )
. . . . . Il f rtin r
All is Made New - Francis’ Easter newness was the fruit of hlg’entecost Issue. | also thank you all for your support in you

. i - ) ) . readiness to assist me.
union with the Crucified and Risen OnEhis union is the secret . . .
. . ) ) . ; P N [ h April
of the Little Poor Mars joy, his peace-making skills, his The deadiine forthe Pentecost Newslettets the 30' Apri

. . . . . L lcom nd encour mit articles for
enthusiasm for the things of God, his unique relationship WI%OU are most welcomed and encouraged to submit articles fo

creation. lliness, disappointment, pain, betrayal an%OSSibIe inclusion. . .
: ’ o i ked Erancis’ ,earthl ' ilarimage. But Thanks tarhe Order for upholding my brother Rodney in
msunderstandm_g St'. marked y piig ge. I;ijrayer during and after his heartgeny. Praise the Lord! He is
he saw these defings in a new light. He understood that throug roaressing well
them, God was making all things work toward an eternal good, gn g 9 R i
eternal EastetAnd so in Francis and through him an unexpected In closing, I'd like to wish you all a vely Blessed Easter
joy and a holy newness came into the world. Pax et Bonum,
Not I, but Christ! - &. Francis’'mission of newness did not end Gloria
with death. Those present at his funeral services saw his,body
adorned with the wounds of Christ, shining with a marvelousaying “Happy Easter”
brightness. In life, Francis bore in his body the likeness of thdn Lebanesérabic Language
“El Maseeh Qam” (Christ has Risen)
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Reflections on walking the Camino REFLECTIONS ON LONELINESS

Francais to Santiago. AND ALONENESS
By: David Masters By: John Blakemore
Feelings such as angéar pain, guilt, joy and shame
There is a saying “0u do not do the Camino, the are protective mechanisms informing our thoughts and assisting
Camino does you” Before you go, you may think you understarulir self assessment of situations we may find ourselves in. Fear
that and shrug it éfwith “Oh yes, maybe.” But my own tells us to be cautious, that there is danger about while joy opens
experience is that the Camino does just that. our hearts to gladness, gratitude and each.dthitre same way
loneliness is a protective emotion warning us of possible danger
You start the first day full of adrenalin and excitementin being alone.
At the end of the day you have done close to 30kms and climbed As social beings we choose to live togetludten in
over 1300 meters to Roncesvalles; you are very fiiled.goes large urban communities. Initially we did this for our safety
on day after daywith an average of around 25 kms per.daybanding together to protect each other and to assist in collective
After a week or so you are getting fitter but also the world yosurvival. Paradoxically as the collective life has become,safer
left behind is becoming less important - you hatgot the has become increasingly complex. More and more we must seek
enepgy to worry about it (you cahdo anything about it anyway!). out opportunities to be alone, to gain a fresh perspective on our
But you have time to think while you are walking. relationships with ourselves, each other and Gbds we could
say that aloneness is a choice we make overriding the warnings
| found that it was dffcult to pray in the evenings. of loneliness and by “going it alone”, face ourselves at a deeper
There is little privacy and quiet in the alpees.The mornings level.

were much easie¥When you are walking each dagou can Rumi, a Sufi poet and contemporary bF&ancis, well
choose to walk by yourself, no one minds, even if you havams up this paradox that we think of as a “modern” problem.
walked with someone previously - you have no obligation to What | most want

anyone else, other than if they need your hélp.walk by is to spring out of this personality

yourself, when the dawn is breaking, the moon is setting and then to sit apart from that leaping.

there is mist on the hills, the loneliness of it, is indescribable. I've lived too long where | can be reached.

This is the time | found it best for pray&his environment and We are constantly in reacfiechnology moves our

your physical state, can place you in a very special place witloice, image and ultimately ourselves to and fro between family
God.You are with GodThat place was extremely simple - nofriends, parishioners and business overwhelming opportunities
issues, no uncertainties, just God and yamieach day comes for a quiet moment alone with our thoughts and with our God.
and goes, this sense of the presence of God, for me, persisiéeé “still, small voice” is lost to the “leaping personality”, always
longer and longer into the day; and | know from talking to somglugged in and on line.
other pilgrims that it happened to them. When we have lived “too long where we can be reached”
we must go apart, follow the paradoxical call to aloneness in the
By the end, | had discovered a new certainty about Gadodel of Jesus who “often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”
for myself; a great peac€his sense of peace was reinforced byLuke 5:16)
the contact | had with the other pilgrims. Everyone | spoke to Choosing “aloneness” is a constituent element of a
was either looking for something or a thankfulness for somethingpiritual life. Like Jesus, like Francis, we must from time to time
Liz, a peace from a messy divorce, Mary a sense of achievingthdraw and share ourselves with the Creator and in doing so
something by herself (many of the older women were doing thif)ecome reacquainted with the person beneath our personality
Jim, a thankfulness for achieving his goal of helping a young Murray Bodo in Franci§he JourneyAnd The Dream,
person through cancevlary and Lindsay a thankfulness for awrites of the Saint withdrawing to the cave on the side of Mt
full life, and so on; they all had a vague need to contact ttf®&ubasio. “There at that high altitude, in those stark caves, it was
Spirit. . They all had a spiritual need, but they all came at it frorpossible to return to the primitive, the elemental in nature and in
different points of view and dédrent needs. None of the people,oneself.”
old or young, said they didnbelieve in GodTheir image of Bodo writes of Francis’ concern for those who lacked
God varied quite a bit, but there was always a fundamentapportunities for aloneness ,What of those who never made
acceptance of the omniscience and omnipotence of God. the Journey inwards? Francis had seen them all hisTlifey
were in his boyhood home and even, he feared, among the
| can't be sure what my own apparent reason fobrothers.You knew them by their insensitivjtfor they were
wanting/needing to travel tWay was. | think it was a need for insensitive as the outer man is, compared with the inner... because
certainty in the way | see God. | felt that my belief system withithey never went deep enough, they found only themselves and in
my church was always just a little suspect - not quite “Christianthat meeting began to worry about their lives, their future, what
| have come back with a solid certainty; | donind what others they should leave behind for others to rememimeshort, they
think of my understanding of Gotihis was the point finally at saw only their mortality and were frightened at the brevity and
which the desire to join the Franciscans crystallized. seeming futility of living, then passing on, in timedotten by
The very hard part in this is that we all have to live in th veryone.” . :
real world.To walk the Camino is a unique opportunity and hen we chose alonengss we ‘.1eed loneliness as ourcompanion
tremendous privilege, to shrugd tie many pressures of life - it to warn us of the danger in isolating ourselves. Francis understood

is long enough to sloughfahose pressures, and to accept thﬁf1e bilsr;]ge Fticeisa[jy bfett)wett;n I;\r;eli/ retreat;s snldnreturm?g to
simple world around us, to let God in, if we want. But we hav € with Tis Title-band of brotheraive too must balance ou

to return (unless we become monks perhapen we return private time with God with the understanding that God wishes
the world returns as welllo find a new balance is the hard pr;lrt.us to carry his love and blessing to our family and community
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