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THE THIRD ORDER

Australian Province Newsletter
PNG & East Asia
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Stigmata/Francistide Edition

One of our afternoons we were taken to the township of Masiphumelele.
This was described in a city paper as an informal township. Conditions
for the population of over 250,000 arefidifilt to describeWe were
hosted to lunch of Southfrican fare [delicious] at Nons, a café in a
converted container and then taken through this rambling township to
visit a creche and preschool and finally to the ‘house to grow’.
SouthAfrica has an estimated 2 million orphans as a result
of the HIV/AIDS PandemicThe problem is compounded by severe
poverty and unemployment within ngamalised communitiesThe
AnglicanArchbishop of Cap&own, Thabo Makgoba, has called on all
parishes to provide and support a foster home for orphaned, abandoned,
abused and HIV/AIDS-&cted children, in accordance with scriptural
injunctions. The 8. Francis Outreacfirust, Simon$ Town has
responded to this call by providing poverty relief, assisting in finding
we bless you, because by yoinoly cross work and training for the unemployed and building and managing foster
you have redeemed the world. homes in Masiphumelel&his trust was formed as an outreach of
During the prayer of the mission to the children of the Cape. It is linked in partnership as an
Community Obedience was again evident of how prayer binds us alb#&ial organization with the “Home from home”, amganization which
each Provincial prayed for our brothers and sisters as listed on our daijhages and assists over 30 foster homes in the Cape and is a Child
prayer cycle. protection agencyVhat a joy it was to meet Joyce and these happy
‘The Ministers Provincial of th&hird Order meeting in Simon$own, children who showed us their homighe trust has been able to build
SA re-emphasized the importance of praying daily the Communityie house and hopes in the future to build another so that 6 more
Obedience and faifmed that it is one of the marks of profession togethehildren, many of whom will stay until aged eighteen, can be given
with reporting, renewal and a financiafering. Particular reflection on love, education and a brighter futufée trust consisting of 8 members
the Principle of Day and praying for the order including Provincial arnisl also providing, medical support, speech therapy and remedial
worldwide intercessions is of primary importance.’ education.The need for children of the Cape is great but at least
The meeting over 3 full days provided opportunity for sharingomething is being done and done well with love and compassion.
developments in the life of our Provinces and discussing issues both The trust has forwarded to me information re their website:
internal and international. In due course a summary of the minutes willw.stfrancistrust.ay and wwwfacebook/homestogrovPlease find
be available. time to appreciate the good work done by so few in helping others to be
Our visit to Soutt\frica, a land with many contrasts of wealth and poyertas God meant them to be.
midst a landscape of great beauty was an experience we shallgatt for May S Francis-tide and your renewal day be one of blessing
It was with joy that we were hosted by our Franciscan brothers and sistergach of you.
by the parish of S§-rancis in Simors Town and cared for so well by our
host NolanTobias, Provincial oAfrica. Colin tssf
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Francis-tide is almost upon us
again as we as a community rejoice togethi ..o cross
and celebrate the life and witness of ou ™"
brother Francis and in turn dedicate ir
renewal our lives in the service of our Lorc
Jesus Christ.

During my time in SimorsTown
SouthAfrica, the Provincials of our Order
came together each morning in prayeéhat
a joy to be present with them as we praye«
Here and in all your churches throughout
the world, we adore you O Christ, and

House MotherJoyce with her 6 special children
on the day of our visit to the ‘Home to grow’.
Provincials: B/R John Hebenton, John Brockman, 6 wonderful children from the ages of 5-7 years.
Ken Norian MG Colin Fidock, F/i\veril Swanton, It was a cold day

NolanTobias, Mary Rogers sec. ..
Visit us on the web atww.tssf.org.au
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Vic/Tas tertiaries gathered/sit Saints JeremyAshton proposes a toast to Helen for her 80th

Back Row - Lto R: David Edmondson, Paulikiéeston, birthday _ ,
JeremyAshton, Nathan Bush, Barbakaton Facing him - L to R: Nigel and Pam Heyward, Patti

Front Row - Lto R. Colin Fidock, Patti SingletoAudrey Singleton, Helen Granowski and Nathan Bush
Edmondson, Helen Granowski, Pam Heyward

A Suggestion forour Province
By: Sandra Jackson

Celebration in Hobart, 13-15 September

By: Sandra Jackson

~ Backin November last year when we were planning Glenys McCarrick drew my attention to an article in the
ourVictorian tssf program for 2013, Jerefwhton surprised - AmericarFranciscan Timeswhich Simon Fong kindly forwarded
us with a radical suggestiaihy not hold one of our gatherings 1, s |n this article, John Brockman wrote aboliS8F 1D and
in Tasmania so that we could meet up with our somewhgh_case-of-death’ card, which is available to all tertiaries in the
isolated Hobart tertiaries? Initially it all seemed a bit 0 merican Provincewe thought that such a card is also needed

daunting to ayanize, butin February we settled on a Septembgy o province where we have a number of isolated and elderly
visit and ten people indicated their interest in golihgn came i tiaries.

the lovely idea of celebrating Helen Granowsk30th— albeit a This need was highlighted by the death of our sister
week early — with a birthday dinner while in Hobart. My rolesherrill Bryan, in SeptemherSherrill had no family in Hobart
as area convenor was to make it all happen. and lived alone, but fortunately a dear friend in a neighbouring

Along the way there have been disappointments anghi found hefTO PrayerCycle/Address Book with some cards
sadness: Sherrill Bryan died not long before our visit and hgfat | had sent her and was thus able to phone and tell me that
funeral on 16 September was just too late foVioBrians 10 gherrill had diedWe would like Chapter to consider making
be there; Jan and Michael Down missed out becausdtheir \aijable an actual card to keep in our wallets, as well as having
flight was cancelled; Sheila Leheup-Hill, with one armin plastgre same message on the inside cover of our 2014 Prayer Cycle/

after a fall, wasi'well enough to attend our gatherings — Noj yqress Books. It could read something like this:
was Chris HamaniW/e really missed them all!

For those who did take part — eight tertiaries from the ‘Make me and instrument of thy Peace’
mainland and four from Hobart — it was a really delightful
weekend: three days of idyllic spring weather in which to enjoy Third Order
wonderful fellowship, generous hospitality and worship Society of St Francis
together aiAll Saints, South Hobart. On the Saturday there (Name)
was a small informal lunch most kindly provided by the vicar Noviced/Professed (date)
and his wife for Helen to spend time with the Edmondsons
who were unable to come to the birthday dinfr@llowing In case of death or serious iliness,
that we had renewals during a tssf Eucharist celebrated by David  pjgase notify the TSSF Provincial Secretary
Edmondson and on SunddgremyAshton was guest preacher (Address)
at the 10.15am Eucharist. Pam and Nigel Heywdated us (Phone number)
wonderful hospitality by inviting all of us back to their home
for a splendid lunchA well-kept secret, until his surprise Such notification would allow us to sit with and pray

appearance on Saturdayas Colin Fidocle presence in our o our sisters and brothers in the event of serious illness and

festivities — so good to have him with us and, as Helen saigiie they are dying as well as to represent the Order at their

"The best birthday preseniThe birthday dinner itself, at Mures fnera| The card could also include a reminder to consider leaving

restaurant on the waterfront, was a very happy occalion.  gomething tarSSF in our wills. If you have any thoughts about

all, much for which to give thanks! this suggestion, please let me know so that we can discuss them
at Chapter in May next year
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Franciscan Quiet Day Saturday May 2% 2013

By: GrRaEME DunN

Left to right - Ross Borchers being admitted ag\ssociate of
theThird Order (holding the certificateéynthony Frost and
Gloria Dowling

Left to right -Trish Soddart, Gedfey Taylor and John Gibson

Franciscan Quiet Day Saturday May 2% 2013
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Members of th@hird Order of the Society otFrancis Regional Ministers
met at Christ Church Queanbeyan in May for the annual Quiet

Day and the Profession of a tertiary Dear Brothers and Sisters
It was beautiful, mild and sunny when members gathered for|@m delighted to advise and confirm that the election process
meditation and reflection day for Regional Ministers has been completed.

The morning session was a meditation on the Blegisgoh Mary
and the Magnificat. Members, in quietness wandered the groundgmmencing on 1#ugust our regional ministers are:
of the historic and beautiful church whilst others spent time sitting

on the banks of the river in reflection. QueenslandA - Victor Hall (new)
The afternoon session was a brief meditation on th . L.
General Confession from tBé’BA, and what confession meanséueen5|and B - Glenys McCarrick (contlnumg)

to each of us. New SouthWalesA - Jill Gumbley (new)

The day concluded with an outdoor Eucharist celebratinhlew SouthWales B - John Gibson (continuing)
the Franciscan Holy Day of Jagnslow Missionary Priest and Victoria/T asmania - Joy Batlett (continuing)
writer of theThlrd_ Order Principles. Our Regional M|n|§ter SouthAustralia - Joan Manners (continuing)
\c{,ﬁ;%rti?lfz\?%n—eégson gave the address based ors guispel WesternAustralia - Sandie Oakes (new)

At all the great moments of Jesus life God came to hiflalaysia - Bradley Sangan (new)
and spoke to him in supporfthe great thing here is that the God
who spoke to Jesus speaks to us continually if we stop and list¥¥g praise the Lord for these brothers and sisters and
When life’s strains and struggles become too much for us, if wg@mmend them to your ongoing prayers. May our Lord bless
listen God will speak to us and we will gain immeasurable strengt®@ch one of you as you seek to serve Him, and follow Him in
Francis and Clare continually stopped and listened and gainé@ footsteps of Francis.
strength, as did Jatkinslow Missionary Priest who searched for
ways to live the Gospel in the context of the Indian culture iMVe give thanks to the Lord for those who are stepping down
which he lived. from their leadership roles and for all that they have given

F0||owing the address Gd‘(ﬁyTaymr was professed as during their respective terms as Regional Ministers:
aTertiary byTrish Soddart. Gedfey placed his Personal Rule of
Life on the altar before receiving his Profession Cross as a symi§gueenslandA - Elaine Jeston
of his faith and professed member of Tierd Order New SouthWalesA - Esme Parker
gll meénbe:]s then weltiomed dGéAt:ys;int.otthe'l;htirr](é_gr%eg . WesternAustralia - Rae Witham

oss Borchers was also madeAasociate o ird Order . .
who while not under formal vows as members are, keeps a cIo%éngapom/MalaySla - Gerald Ng
association with th&hird Order

Blessin
Ross was also welcomed warmly essings

Pace e bene!
David McAvenna tssf
Provincial Secretary

Australian Province Newsletter Volume 13.3 Stigmata 2013 - Page



What is the Dark Night of the Soul “What is it?
By: Terry Gatfieldtssf

In the last edition of the Franciscan Newsletter | wrote about
Embracing DarknessThis edition | start on the subject of the
Dark Night of the Soul.

Embracing darkness, which | suggest should be a common
experience of all as we travel in Christ Jesus isfaréifit order to

the Dark Night of the SoulThis is a special gift of God. It may

not seem a very pleasant experience as Eckbbetindicatesit

is an eruption into your life of a deep sense of meaninglessness —
a lengthy and mlonged absence of light and hofiés not perhaps
encountered by every Christian. It is possible that some need it
and perhaps some don'God seems to choose its timing, depth
and intensityHowevey for those who desire to engage in a deeper
prayerful spiritual consciousness and a passion to go deeper in
obedience to God'calling on their life it is fairly certain that the

Once in the dark of night,

Inflamed with love and wanting, | @se
(O coming of delight!)

And went, as no one knows,

When all my house lay long in degpose

All'in the dark went right,

Down secet steps, disguised in other clothes,
(O coming of delight!)

In dark when no one knows,

When all my house lay long in deggpose

(finishing with the stanza)

| stayed thex to foget.

There on my loverface to face, | lay
All ended, and | let

My cares all fall away

Forgotten in the lilies on that day

Dark Night of the Soul will not remain a distant horizon for mo

) . ) i i he Dark Night of th lin f
on their Christian journeylt is a gift and a grace given by God.S‘I'he story will continue on the Dark Night of the Soul in future

issues.

LI R I S S S I S O O S

Many have engaged with the Dark Night of the Soul. One source
records that perhaps a quarter of the seekers on the road to higher

consciousness will pass through that Dark Night. In fact, they mayy Ar ticle — from Queensland Focus Magazine
pass through several Dark Nights until they experience the profoujghe. July 2013 No 394,

joy of their true nature in Christ Jesus. “Hear the Ancient Wisdom”

Unfortunately | have noted than many who have encountered siffghn the Early Church to the Reformation

an experience of what may seem to be like being sucked intgya Charles Ringma

vortex of a black hole, did not embrace the gift at all welhnother good read by the same author is
Unfortunately the experience without understanding, teaching argeek the Silences” with Thomas Merton
nurture on the subject many have resulted in jettisoning their
Christian faith. Their moral and virtuous values seem to have
remained but the experience has seemed to cause a spiritual scariﬁ"g
that seldom seems to heal.
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Origins of the term Dark Night of the Soul
The term Dark Night of the Soul appears in several disguises in
the scriptures all of them related to that empty space where self
and all its pretences are washed out and space is made for God to
enter in a neyrefreshing and unforseen dimensidhe in-journey
events are legion in the scriptures and recorded though many
including Abraham, Moses, Jacob, Joseph, Job, David, Jonah,
Daniel, John the Baptist, PaulTdrsus and JesuBhe metaphors

used are many and they include the desert, the wilderness and even
the belly of the whaleThese events were not trivial on the run
experiences read for example DagiB'salm 22 and 88he events

is most often life changing, a catalyst where power and control of
the individual gets crippled and God starts to take the reigns.
The story does not stop at the scriptures. It fgcdif to read any
of the early church fathers, mystics and theologians witho

encountering many of the personal stories and experience of ¥ his pilgrimage to visit his namesake!
Dark Night of the Soul. Excerptwww.franciscanfriars.@yfiles/events

The phrase Dark Night of the Soul eged not from the pen of pgpe Francis visit tassisi

the theologian but from the ink of a poet. St. John of the CrogSetter of the 23 of May from Pope Francis to the Bishop of

(1542-1591), a Spanish Carmelite monk and mystic, whose po@sisi announced that the Holy Father has decided to

was titledNoche obscura del almaghich in translation read&he | ndertake a pilgrimage to the city dff$ancis on % of

Dark Night of the Soullhe poem outlines the sasifourney from  qctoper

the distractions and entanglements of the world to the perfect peageyid Blessed John XX1 in 1962, Pope Francis will visit

and harmony of union with God. the tomb of the Patron saint of Italy as a simple pilgrim,
taking part in the celebration of the lighting of the votive lamp
there along with the Bishops of the area.

May God continue to bless Our Beloved Pope Francis
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The New Povincial Secetary
By DavidWhite

Sisters and Brothers,

Unfortunately David McArenna who took over as
Provincial Secretary earlier this year has had to relinqu
this role.

The new Provincial Secretary is
Wayne Philp
11 Walcot
Largs Bay SA 5016
Phone: 08 8341 6425
+618 8341 6425
To contact with the Provincial Secretgplease use thefafial
email address, Provincial.Secretary @tsgfam.

Provincial Secretary responsibilities include
maintaining the register of members, including details c%z)
novicing and profession dates; managing nominations a
ballots, as required, for regional and provincial minister
elections; assisting the provincial minister as require
particularly managing items for Chapter (and if elected, to ng

minute secretary for Chapter)

David McAvenna and | will assistayne as he takes

up his new role.

Thank you, David, for your work as Provincial
Secretary this yeaand as my assistant over the previous si
months or so. It has been a pleasure working with you duri

this period, particularly at Chapter this year and last.

Wayne, we welcome you to your new role within th

Third Order
P B I I I I b S 4
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The Troubadour
_Taken from the book “Francihe Journey and the Dream” - (page

Y- Murray Bodo

Francis loved to sing. It freed his spirit and turned the

}uman voice, so often angan of selfishness and sin, into an

strument of celebration. How he had thrilled to the songs of the
renchTroubadours, especially the great singers like Bernard of
Ventadouy PierreVidal, Peirol ofAuvergne. Every time one of
their songs made its wayAasisi, Francis would be singing it for
months afterward, entertaining his friends and delighting in their
Qraise of his beautiful young voice.

Francis so loved this performing that once, before his

n .
c%nversmn, he went so far as to havéreubadou's costume

tailored just for himAnd he cut a pretty dashing figure, too, for

the slight man that he was. He would start walking and acting like
a minstrel the minute he put on his parti-coloured hose and pointed
shoes, the hooded tunic with the lute slung behind. He reflected

“Where there is charity and wisdom, there is neither fear nomow how much his dress had alwayfeeted his behaviouil here

ignoranceWhere there is patience and humilityere is
neither anger nor vexatiowhere there is poverty and joy
there is neither greed nor avarigéhere there is peace and
meditation, there is neither anxiety nor doubt.”

¢ I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE)

URGENT Have you paid your
2013 subs? Many haven't
Please take steps toectify the
situation ASAP

Remember that payment of
Subs is pat of our renewal
obligation.

Payment made by Diect Debit; Cheque/
Money Order with completed Subscription
Invoice To -

Geoff Jordan (Provincial Tr easuter)

15 Sreeton Cout,
Morayfield. Qld. 4506.
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S Francis of Assisi

was something in the simple tunic he put on that day he left his
father that altered his whole bearing, from an important, vain
Troubadour oAssisi to a poor little insignificant singer

But his voice did not deteriorate. In fact, it sounded more
beautiful to Francis, because now he was not trying to impress
anybody He was simply giving voice to the joy within him and to
the beauty he saw all around hiivhenever he felt his heart
constricting again, he could break into a song of joy and praise.
Or he would remember a song of fimubadours whose words
he never had to change, so perfectly did they fit his Lady Poverty
There was onArnaut Daniel that he specially loved:

Softly sighs thépril air Befoe the coming of May

Joy is eveywhee When the first leaf sees the day

And shall | alone despair Turning fom sweet love away?
Something to my heiareplies, u too wee for raptue stung.
Why else the éams that arise Round you when the year is
young?

Yes, a thousand times, yes! Francis loved that image of
himself as a lute strung for rapture. He wanted to stand in the
wind of April afternoons and let the Holy Spirit play upon him for
all the world to hear the beauty of his mugaid in every season
he tried to be strung and tuned for the hand of Jesus to play upon
His poor little instrument, made perfect and resonant by the skill

of Jesus Himself.

Generosity is giving more than you can, and prideagihg less than you need.

By: Kahlil Gibran (1926)

Australian Province Newsletter
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QId A Retreat 14-1%5June 2013 Left to Right
Back Row: Philip BentlgyLavinia Robinson, Bishop Godfrey  Betty Daly Elaine Jeston, Kevin Kingswell (groomadrea
Fryar, Nell Weir, Elaine Jeston (bride), NellWeir, Rosemary Reid(enquireNjc Hall,

Bernice Goon-Chewvan McCulloch.
Front Row: lvan McCulloch, Betty Dalyalmai Carson,

Bernice Goon-Chewic Hall.

. *kkkhkkhkhhhhkkkkhkhkhhhkkhkkhkk*k
Retreat — Queensland\ — FranciscanThemes

By: Nell Weir

~ OurAnnual retreat was held @he House of Prayer andreferring to Richard Carterbookin Seach of the LostBishop
Spirituality, Townsville, on the 14 and 15 June, 2013. Our Retregbdfrey said the Melanesian Brothers were an inspirafibay
Presenter was Bishop Godfrey FryBishop Protector of the ere real evangelists, with echoes of the Franciscan movement.

Australian Province. _ _ _ _ Our retreat closed with Compline.
The Retreat began on Friday evening with Evening Prayer  Our tertiaries had plenty of quiet time to reflect on
at 6.30pm., followed by dinner at 7.00pm. Franciss story and what bearing it can have on our lives. Francis

Our first sessiors’ theme on Friday evening wambition.Bishop  was drawn towards a life of simplicitpelieving this to be the
Godfrey spoke about Frandsearly life and his father Pietso’ example of Christ.
ambition for his son, comparing it to Matthew Chapter 20:20 when
the mother of the sons of Zebedee asked for favourable treatmefit *
of her sons. Jesus explains that leadership means serving
Throughout the sessions Bishop Godfrey referred to Richard Curtis’ . P
bookIn Seach of the Lostabout the martyrdom of the Melanesiarf?’[lnc Iscan ,Hé?’lt Lwe
Brothers.

Saturday morning began with breakfast at 7.00am, followed ]
by Morning Prayerincorporating the Community ObedienceA gentle journey through Italy

Prayer i i ill i
The second sessiantheme waslumility. We looked at Francis Private tourlng wil mcludé/erona, Padua’

being involved in war witissisi and Perugia. He went to prison,Venice, Ravenna, Gubbio, Merna,Assisi,
and then was sent home. He later set out for battle again. It \@svieto, Rome, Florence, Siena,

then he had an internal struggle with his actioife Lord spoke . . . .
to him and asked him to “Rebuild my churciithis turned Francis’ Pisa, San Glmlgnano’ Clnqtl'erre, Milan

life around. Bishop Godfrey likened it to the story of the ProdigghcCOmmodation, sightseeing, entrances, tips

EE I I b b b S B S S R S

son in Luke Chapter 15. ;
A time of Quiet for reflection was held until the Eucharist at 12.03'nd most meals are all included.
followed by lunch at 1.00pm. Tour Departs 03 May 2014, 20 Days from

Our third session looked at Francis, whilst repairing th§ 5945 (Land onIy)
little Church of the Portiunculdne received the Lorslinstructions, .
which finally made his mind up for the kind of life meant for him.HOSted by Brother Daniel SSF
The comparison was made to God speaking to Moses in the burdgnister General (Retired
bush in Exodus Chapter 3. Bishop Godfrey asked us if we had
received an empowering word that seemed to come from God.
A quiet time followed until Evening Prayer at 5.30pm. CanterburyTOUFS

Bishop Bill Ray and our spouses joined us for dinner @h/Fx: (07) 3345 9423

6.00pm, during which we acknowledged the celebration of one.of
our Tertiaries, Betty Dalys 80" Birthday: |?1fo@canterburytours. net

Our final session looked at how Francis started to attract followe® TRAVELMARKETBRISBANE
The clegy thought he was a heretidhe Franciscans were too

joyful to join the BenedictinesThe poor warmed to Franas’ )

ideas.A proper Rule was adopte@he Order received recognition PH: (07) 3210 0323

in Rome from Pope Innocent lIl.
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Refugee o . “Y ou SLENT Power”

Wee f ’ If you go away ...
o % If you go away
= ® @ beyond the horizon
® e ® % out of life
.5 ®e to where my words wing
" - where my prayers become present

hold out in the hollow of your hands

a drop of water

so they may sing to you
You my secret

You silent power

at the heart of my life.

- Translated by &d Wtham

16-22 June 2013 e e e e e s e e e s m - - - - -
The Refugee Council éfustralia has chosen Restoring Hope as

the Refuge&Veek theme for 2012 to 2014.

The theme reminds us that, while a refug¢airney begins with

dangerit also begins with hope. Refugees flee their homelan : | |
not only because they fear persecution, but also because th d Area B - Reteat Sit. IF][‘E]UI]I{CiES
have hope: they hope to find freedom from persecution, and safég/endalough - Sunshine Coast - of Assisi

and security for themselves and their families; they hope to th L %{ rof
given a chance to start a new life and recover from past traum spiration '
The theme also calls attention to the role of countries whicliBy: Dawn Punter
through ofering protection to refugees and providing them an

opportunity to rebuild their lives, restore hope for a future freén the quiet of our retreat did you hear the whispering
from fear persecution, violence and insecurity of the breeze?

Finally, the theme aims to highlight the situation of refugees whodeid you hear the trees whispering in reply to the breeze?
hopes have not been fulfilled — those who remain in seriousRid you hear the little mynah bird chirping to his mate?
protracted situations, facing ongoing discrimination, violence an@id you see the red bottle brush sharing its pollen with
uncertainty with little hope for a resolution in the near future.the rosella?

The theme calls on us to consider how we can provide solutioR¥d you see the colours of the rosella?

for these refugees and restore their hopes for a brighter futurelid you notice the azure skyo clear and blue with no

Office of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of
Creation Franciscan Povincial Office

47 Victoria Street, WAVERLEY NSW 2024
Telephone: (02) 9369 9309 Fax: (02) 9369 9322

all Creation

For more information and resources: http:/ pollution? *
Did you feel the sun rising and warming the whole
atmosphere?
Did you see the white clouds so much like lambs passing
by?
Did you hear Mr and Mrs Magpie sorting out their
A Clare domestic arrangements?
.. Did you hear the crow announcing it was breakfast time?
Benediction Did you hear the whirr of the sprinkler giving the lawn a
By: John Rutter very welcome drink?

Did you hear the drone of a friendly aircraft overhead?
Did you feel the restfulness of the big black dog lying
outside the door while we ate, complacent, knowing

we came in peace?

Did you feel the plovers making arrangements for the
arrival of their family?

Did you hear the ghecko welcoming us to the chapel?
Did you feel the love and peace which flowed to send us
on our journeys?

They were thereQur Lord, Frances and Clare.

(Sent to Merril Ruback
from Simon Fong)

May the Lord show his mercy upon you;
may the light of his presence be your guide:
May he guard you and uphold you;

may his spirit be ever by your side.

When you sleep may his angels watch over you;

when you wake may he fill you with his grace: Remember when you leave this earth, you can take with you
May you love him and serve him all your days nothing that you have received only what you have given:
Then in heaven may you see his face. A heart enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice and courage.

St Francis ofAssisi

Australian Province Newsletter Volume 13.3 Stigmata 2013 - Page



STROUD MONASTERY -

MUDDIES REUNION

22-24 November2013

All are welcome to celebrate the building of the
Stroud Monastery with all those who had a
connection or who participated in the early days
the establishment of the Order df8are
Monastery and the Hermitage.

R I I B S S I R I B i S S

From the Monastel beginnings to the
completion of the Gunyah Chiara

Were you there ? or did you know the Sisterstd@|&re at the
mud brick Monastery att®ud last century?
The Friends of the Monastery at@ud
wantYOU to help celebrate the story
of the buildings of the Society of Brancis,
the Monastery of the Bless®@rgin Mary, Sroud with the
Hermitage of $Bernardine

On the life of

SisterAngela

Come and stay as long as you can for the shared memories ¢ &
renewed friendship with

of Sroud

Speakers
Your Sories
Mud Brick Making The Samaritans and the Parish ot J®hns took over
Celebratoryworship management of the monastery to help until the Friends of the
Historical displays Monastery and the Management Committee was forréx:
Day visitors welcome _ Samaritans still take the bookings for this “haven of peace and
ENQUIRIES or  Memorablia to beauty”. See tBoud@samaritans.grau Phone 02 49607100
rosemarychristmas@gmail.com
LimitedAccommodation at Monastergunyah Income comes only from the bookings and
thara Book Early the “Friends of the MonasteryrS8ud” membership.
Samaritans Gice 02 49601700 Please help by becoming a member and receiving the
R I i I S I I I I I I I B I i 4 Newslettef
THE MONASTER Y AT STROUD: (Annual Membership Fee $21.00. Concession $15.00
Yesterday andToday to “Friends of the Monastentr®ud Inc.”
By: Rosemary Christmas PO Box 247 Cherrybrook. N.S.\®126.)
In 1972, at the invitation of the Bishop of Newcastle lan
Shevill, a group of Sisters oft €lare arrived inAustralia from The Management Committee volunteers meet monthly

Freeland, Oxford, England and were accommodated iri fluhBs  to maintain the property and bookings under an agreement with

Rectory at Boud.The number of Sisters grew and were in need 8fe Society of SFrancisTrust.

some long term lger accommodation. Since the 2nd Order Sisters ¢{C3are have gone, the 1st Order
The opportunity of building a monastery nearby egadr Brothers with the 3rd Orddiertiaries are now the caretakers

and the sisters’ vision became a reality in 1980 with the help fof the whole property — a serious and important responsibility

many volunteers. for Tertiaries.

SrAngela was a renowned sculptress from her early yeetis. Perhaps manyertiaries do not realize that they are inheritors

building of the monastery was a work of sculpturee“@ilt a  of this remarkable place.!

mudbrick monastery and people come to it and pick up somethfdgch a unique retreat and centre is a marvelous legacy and one

that is imparted to them from the place .s. bt nothing to do with we need to nurture and treasure sharing the Franciscan world

bricks and mortar ...it was made from the earth ... this place willew of reverence for life and sustainability so needed for the

live on whatever happens because love formed it”. world today

“I long to see writers and theologians, artists and students coming

to spend time att®ud to study and work and to join in the rhythm

of prayer and worship.” (Quotes from the recent book “Sculptor 8\/e have been called to heal wounds,

Spirit: Angela of $roud.” Faith Read ) :
By the year2000, for various reasons, there were no Sistergo unite what has fallen apart, and to

of St Clare in occupation of the monastery bring home those who have lost their
SrAngela had ill health and movedAmerica where she died in way. ”
2002. ’

<. Francis of Assis
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Ken Norian, TSSF

Ministers Provincial Meeting 2013
Minister Generab Report

Reflecting that as | write this it will be almost two years since | transitioned into thisdetethinking that in a year | will
be celebrating 25 years of professio 8SF all that its meant to me, how much a part of my life it has become and how by som
unlikely twist of fate | find myself writing as Minister General and thinking about what that means.

Those in whose footsteps | follow were all gigrone of them is now a Bishofpind me.... | work otwWall Sreet — God does
work in mysterious way§Vhen | began my journey in tfidird Order | had hajia brown beard and lots of youthful enthusiasm. | now
have almost no hair left, my beard is griay not youthful but.... I've still got lots of enthusiasm for a community of Christians who
seek to follow Christ after the example of Franci8sdisi.

I can still remember when the role of Minister General did not exist, wherhtret Order was an appendage of the First
Order | was professed b&lden Whitney, a former Minister General. For posterity sake, sinseeitisy to faget, these are the
Ministers Generals since we were sgatized:

Brian Hamilton, 1993-1996Alden Whitney, 1996-1999, Keith Slatgdr999-2005, and Dorothy Brooker 20056-1

Not that long ago, the Minster General communicated with other provinces via post (mail) and every two year mbetings.
international flavor and cohesiveness of Tird Order was in an embryonic phase. Nthankfully we are able to share thoughts
and ideas in real time via email.

Honestly the role of MG requires much less time than those who are serving as Miritstarincial. Having said that, when
things come across my virtual desk they usually have much significance and require an attentiveness to history — and the future
come to see my role as one of understanding our past, integrating that with our present reality and envisioning what we are g
into. | am fortunate to have a reasonably close relationship with Clark, the 1st Ordémié& that | were able to spend the time he
does visiting all of the provinces and being able to get to know all of the brothers in their communities. Short of being ret
unemployed or independently wealttlyat model just ishVviable for aThird Order Minister General. So, | pray for Godrace to
enable me to continue to build our sense of a worldwide order amidst all the incredible diversity of geopolitical, theological
socioeconomic circumstances that we find ourselves in among our five provinces.

We are bound together by a common Rule. How we express that must be flexible enough to accommodate our diversity al
respect that which binds us together as a communipglican Franciscan Christians.

| rejoice in the fact that we are able to gather irAinean Province, within which the diversity that Nolan speaks of is very
present. | hope, over the next few years, to be able to visit each of our proMirecesmbers of our respective provinces for the most
part are nourished in their individual ministries by their connection with their provincial commundpge that we can all reinforce
the notion that we are part of a global commuyaityd that we are enriched by what we share in common — and by what we can contir
to learn from and about each other

| pray that our time together will accomplish what we need to do practically to continue to build a cohesive worldwide commu
and that the fellowship we share amongst ourselves will be able to be communicated to each and every sister and brother
respective provinces.

Ken tssf Minister General

A Thanksgiving Prayer
Feastdays in September By: Samuel FPugh
This month one of the very special feasghat we O God, when | have food,

celebrate is the t®ymata of § Francis on the 17th  help me to remember the hungry;
SeptemberOther feass of imporeince are the Birth  \when | have work,

of the Blessed Mgin Mary on the 8" help me to remember the jobless;

S Joseph of Cupertino, on the 18 When | have a home,

and Padre Pio of Pietrelcina on the 23 he|p me to remember those who
Blrthday of Mary -8 September have no home at all;

Francis had great devotion to Mary as does all hiswhen | am without pain,

followers. help me to remember those whofsgf

Feast of the 8gmaia of § Francis — 17" September  And remembering,

Francis had a burning love for the Crucified and he|p me to destroy my Comp|acency;
never ceased to preach this devotion. In 1224, tW@estir my compassion,

years before his death, as he was lost in deegnd be concerned enough to help;
contemplation on Mount La ¥rna, the marks of By word and deed, those who cry out
Christ’s passion were imprinted on his bady for what we take for granted.

Amen.”
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A Franciscan Cross -The Tau
By Ken Norian,TSSF

Taken from

TheThird Order Society oftSrancis
Province Of thémericas
www.tssf.og/tao.shtml

PRAYER

From:AOTEAROA PSALMS
By: Joy Cowley
Sent to me by Michelle Blondel

“Don’t call me, God, I'll call you.

The first recorded reference to fheU is from Ezekiel 9:4, Well, | don't mean it to be that way
“Go through the city of Jerusalem and pufAU on the foreheads of It's just that prayer tends to be on my terms,
those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are dgien I've got the time and inclination,
init.” TheTAU is the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet and looks verynd even then, | do all the talking,
much like the letter “T". _ as though God didhalready know
At the Fourth Lateran Council, on Novembér 1215, Pope_ what was in my heart.
Innocent made reference to tMAU and quoted the above verse in .
reference to the profaning of the Holy Places by the Saracens. Itis widely Yes, lam gware that conversation
accepted thattSFrancis was present at the Fourth Lateran Council afd @ tWo-way business
that he heard the words of Pope Innocent |1l when he said, TAbe  but | guess it easier for me to talk
has exactly the same form as the Cross on which our Lord was crucifibécause | have a bit of a hearing problem,
on Calvaryand only those will be marked with this sign and will obtainand Gods voice is so terribly quiet
mercy who have mortified their flesh and conformed their life to that ofn gt listening can be hard work.
tr;e Crucified SaviorFrom then on, th€AU became Francigiwn coat It means tuning into a huge silence
of arms. . . .
Francis used th€AU in his writings, painted in on the walls in order t’o pick up a Wh.ISpe.l’ or two.
and doors of the places where he stayed, and used it as his only signature I'm not good _W'th silences.
on his writings. They make me feel disconnected.
St. Bonaventure said, “Thi®AU symbol had all the veneration | want to shout down the line:
and all the devotion of the saint: he spoke of it often in order téAre you working? Is anybody there?”
recommend it, and he traced it on himself before beginning each of Hishink | need some practice,
actions.” still times to sit with silence
Celano, another Franciscan historian writes, “Francis preferregnd feel comfortable in it
theTau above all othgr symbo_ls: he util?zed it as his only signature fc!;r0 that | recognize the voice when it comes.
wﬁifgtﬁ;s,sgr;igi painted the image of it on the walls of all the places Ir'1 And who knows? Maybe one day Il
In the famous blessing of Brother Leo, Francis wrote Ondlscover that the best part of prgyer
parchment, “May the Lord bless you and keep you! May the Lord shol# t0 let God do most of the talking.
His face to you and be merciful to you! May the Lord lift up His ~ =~~~ """"""""""""-"=-"=--"=-"--=--=----°"-~---~
countenance upon you and give you peace! God bless you Brother Leo!”
Francis sketched a head (of Brother Leo) and then dreWAteover
this portrait. [,
Due, no doubt, in lge part to Franci®wn afection for and - i e 4

devotion to theTAU, it has been a well recognized and accepted . ; From
Franciscan symbol among Franciscans of various denominations and ¢ .

all orders within those denominations for centuries. It remains so.today ' *, ' the
TheTAU carries with it all of the symbolism of the Cross of Christ as @ = .

well as Francis’ ideal of life and dream for himself and his followers. ” Ed ItOI’,

Dear brothers and sisters,
This issue includes many Regional community gatherings.

The Prayer without Ceasmg | was fortunate enough to attend our @téa B Retreat

From: "Wisdom From Franciscan Italy — at Glendalough at the Sunshine Coast 3-5thSepterhbame
The Primacy of Love”, home inspired and spiritually nourished. | felt in awe of the
Excerpt from chapter 8, Page 148 atmosphere we all shared with each other learning about the

As he persevered in trying to turn to God in prayer Formation of the Ordesharing the Eucharists and learning so
matter how dark and exacting it became, Francis discovered th@ich about the Order of Erancis and Clare. Thanks to Glenys
he received strength that he had never received before. It enalplgdarrick for her leadership, support and Franciscan spirit.
him to turn to God outside of prayer too — in those who were Thank you to those who contributed to this Issue. | always
poor and needyThe first time that he realized was when, insteagnjOy hearing from you all and sharing your faith journey
of running away from lepers, he kissed them on the mouth afle next issue is thiedvent Issue. It is a time for quiet reflection,
tended their wounds. prayer and conversion in anticipation of the coming of Jesus Christ.

Gradually he came to realize that practicing repentance The deadline foiThe Advent Newsletter will be 20th
inside of prayer is the way to observe the first of the neyovember One request to those who send in photos for inclusion,
commandment outside of prayaich is “to love your neighbour pjease ensure that the photos are jpgs and they have high resolution,
as you love yourself”. It was in this way that Francis came t§s it makes it easier for me to work with.
practice what the scriptures call the “prayer without ceasing” as | look forward to receiving articles for possible inclusion
every moment of every day became a time for turning to 80d. i the next issue.
he wrote in his rule, “Idleness is the enemy of the soul and so
those who serve God should always be busy praying or doing Blessings and peace,
good” (Rule if 1221). Gloria
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