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Safe Ministry

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

TheThird Order Chapter met recently in Brisbane and
a summary report is included in this edition of the Newsletter
One of the issues to which we gave attention was the whole Itis based on the Principles of thieird Order
matter of Safe MinistryThis had come up at our Chapter last and is very much an expression of what our
October in Canberra and a working group submitted a report vocation involves.
to the recent Chapter

The Resolutions make the following additions to outt will be the role of Regional Ministers to make surfocefs of

Itis in no way an alternative to the Professional
Standards legislation of eadkustralian
Diocese , or to civil lawbut it does make a
stand for safe ministry with the vulnerable
particularly by dficers of the third order both
within our community and towards others.

Statutes. theThird Order from their region as defined itatbite 2.1 become
“Statute 1.7 be renumbered as 1.8, and inserting the followiagvare of the relevant Code of Conduct and sign their assent to
Statute 1.7: the code.

1.7 Conduct offertiaries
Chapter went on to resolve that:
a) Tertiaries, guided by the Rule of tfkird Order and their “A copy of the signed document should be sent to the Provincial
own personal Rule of Life, aim to be conformed to the imag8ecretary and the original retained by the member along with
of Christ in their way of life and in their relationships withtheir personal Rule of Liflhe membés commitment to their
others, both within th&hird Order and beyondo assist them assent to this document is renewed annually with their renewal
in this, it is recommended that they make themselves awareadfvows and personal Rule of Life.”
the Code of Conduct for Cigy or “ChurchWorkers” in their
own diocese and the importance of living within thes&Vhile this specifically pertains to the situatiorAastralia, and
Guidelines. while being mindful that dicial Diocesan Codes of Conduct may
not yet be in force in countries in our Province outsidstralia,
b) Members of Chapter and f@@ers of theThird Order as nevertheless the requirement for safe ministry is essential for all
defined in $atute 2.1 must abide by the Code of Conduct faertiaries.
Clergy or “ChurchWorkers” in their own diocese and sign theirAs the resolution above state§iertiaries, guided by the Rule of
assent and provide this to their Regional Minijspvincial theThird Order and their own personal Rule of Life, aim to be
Minister, or Provincial Chaplain as appropriate. conformed to the image of Christ in their way of life and in their
relationships with others, both within tAéird Order and
¢) Should aTertiary's behaviour bring the reputation of thebeyond.”
Third Order into disrepute, it shall be investigated by the
Provincial Minister Assistant Provincial Minister and
Provincial Chaplain. If the behaviour concerned is proven, théyay the image of Christ grow
may only be appointed as anfioér of the Order or continue within and amongst us.
in office by agreement of Chapter
While these may sound drggalistic and bureaucratic +Godfrey tssf
| want to assure you that we struggled over this whole matter
very prayerfully and had a real sense of having been guided by
the Holy Spirit as we came to the final outcome.

Visit us on the web atww.tssf.org.au

The Province of Asia-Pacific Newsletter Volume 16 - 2 - May - 2016 - Page 1




PROVINCIAL MINISTER’S VISIT TO SRI LANKA FEBRUARY- MARCH 2016

This was taken on the day of the
novicing, following the Eucharist at
the retreat centre - Mazenod House.

Novices are all in the front row with
Godfrey and Bronwyn, and Brother
Lionel and one of the OMI brothers.
Bishop of Colombo and his wife are
in the back row and other supporters
there too.

Towards the end of Colin Fidocktime as Provincial Minister inquiries were being made about the formationTdfitdeOrder in
Sri Lanka, and in 2015 inquirers began to contact me.

Because Sri Lanka is a new area for tssf, | havdectdfeen serving as the Regional Minister as things have developed there,
arole | am very happy to fulfilThe hope of course is that once novices have been professed chapter will consider the formation of
a new Region in our province covering the two Sri Lankan Dioceses of Colombo and Kurunegala, from which a Regional Ministe
will be elected.

A few weeks ago | travelled to Sri Lanka along with Bronwyn, to admit the first novices, all of whom had been following the
usual tssf processes to arrive at that point.

Our visit was aganised by Br Lionel SSF with the help of Bala Shanthini, one of the new novices and Michael Saminathan,
a young priest who has an interest in the First Order .

The visit began with a Retreat at Mazenod House, a very hospitable centre run by members of Order of Mary Immaculate. 6 of t
7 new novice candidates were able to be present anidthiession took place at the Eucharist on the last morning. It was so
encouraging to have the Bishop of Colombo and his wife present for the occasion along with representatives of various Rom:
Catholic communities, as well as some family and friends of the candidates.

A 7" novice was admitted a few days later in his home parish up in the highland tea growing area.

The time after the retreat we spend visiting the new novices and spending time with them and their families in the areas in which th
lived. Only 2 of them actually live in Colombo itself.

The novices come from both tliamil and Singhalese communitiest. present all of them are male and 5 of them are priests.
This will soon change with a number of female inquirers already considering the vocation.

Communication with the new novices in Sri Lanka is relatively easy as all of them have mobile phones and several also hay
email. | was very pleased that Bala was electédes Convenor
The support of the Bishop of Colombo has been very helpful. He was educated by Jesuits and has the insights that that brings.
hopes that Franciscans will be an important part of the mission and witness of the Church in a country where over 70% of the peo
are Buddhist, while Christians account for only 6% of the population. Following the example of our,fBtamtE@scans have the
capacity to respect people of other faiths and also bring the capacity to further the process of reconciliation in a country that un
very recent years was divided by civil war
While most of the novices speak English some only spaatkl, and the importance of translation of our documents, manual and
prayer material will be vital for botFamil and Sinhalese speakers. Fortunately some translation is already taking place through a
couple of the novices who have the necessary language skills.

Much of the formation of the novices will happen in a group context rather than individually and will be facilitated by Bala and Br
Lionel. InAugust this year two tertiaries from the UK will visit Sri Lanka and will meet with the novices to further their formation.
| am very hopeful that thehird Order in Sri Lanka will grow in independence and strength.

+Godfrey
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The Exposition of the “Our Father”
of K. Francis of Assisi
www.franciscanfriarstocom/.../stfrancis/
stf_canticle_of the_sun.htm

O Most Holy Our Father: Creatoy RedeemerConsoler and
Our Savior

Who artin Heaven in theAngels and in the Saints; enlightening
them unto knowledge, sin@&ou Lord, art Light; inflaming them
unto love, sinc&hou Lord, art Love; indwelling and filling them
unto blessedness, sin€hou Lord, art the Highest, the Eternal
Good, from whom is all good, without whom nothing is good.

ReverendArUIampalam Stephen, Hallowed beThy Name: may the knowledge dfhee in us be
Sri Lanka made bright, so that we may knomhat is the breadth

(cf. Eph 3:18) ofThy kindnesses, the length Dhy promises,
Dear Brothers and Sisters, the sublimity ofThy Majesty and the depth ©hy judgments.

I amArulampalam $phen born in the northern part ofThy Kingdom come: so thafThou may reignest in us by grace
Sri Lanka in the midst of war in 1972/hen | was 9 months old and makes us come uritby Kingdom, where vision dfhee is
I had a feverThe doctor gave me the wrong medicine and becauseade manifest, love dthee made perfect, company withee
of that my eye sight started to deteriorate and now | am blindplessed, enjoyment dhee everlasting.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heavenso that we may
In 1995 due to the waour house was totally destroyed.love Thee with our whole heart (cf. Lk 10:27) thinkingTdfee
My father's right leg was removed and my mother and my brothefways, with our whole soul desirifignee always, with our whole
are still living with wounds. Personally | am carrying my fansily’ mind directing untdrhee all our intentions, seekifidny honor
pain as well as the pain of my community in all things and with all our strength expending our every strength
and sense of soul and body in submissidrhiplove and nothing
When | was studying dtheTheological College of Lanka else; and may we love our neighbors as ourselves drawing all to
at Pilimathalawa 1997 to 2001, | learnt aboutF8ancis. | was Thy love to the extent of our abilitiesgjoicing overthe good
very much moved by his life and ministAfter my ordination in  things of others just as over our own and compassionating
2001, I was sentto Jat to serve for my people in the midst ofthem in evils and giving offense to no one (cf. 2 Cor 6:3).
war, and reflection on Francikfe helped me to ganise peace Give us this day Thy beloved Son, OurLord Jesus Christ,
work and inter religious work between Hindus, and Christiansolr daily bread to remember and understand and reverence the
have written a small paper about Francigamil to educate my |ove which He had for us , and those things, which He did, said
people. | have encouraged my community to be concerned abeugndured for us.
the environment and especially the importance of tree plantingnd forgive us our debts by Thy inefable mercythrough the
virtue of the Passion dathy beloved Son and by the merits and
During this time | have written four booksTamil about intercession of the Bless#firgin and allThy elect.
peace and reconciliation, who Christ is for the disabled peopleAg we forgive ourdebtors. and what we do not fully fgive,
story about the people who ardeafted by the warand a mayThou Lord, make us, fully fgive, so that we may truly love
collection of my sermons. our enemies for the sakeTfiee and intercede devoutly for them
In 2010 I came tdheTheological College of Lanka as a lecturerwith Thee, returning to none evil for evil (cf.Thes 5:15) and
I teach church history and give an important place.t&@ncis  striving to advance all unfbhee.
during my teaching. Presently | am preparing for my Doctoraind lead us not into temptation hidden or manifest, sudden or
studies. importune.
But deliver us from evil: past, present, and future.
In 2014 and 2015 | prepared myself to become a followlory to the Father....
of . Francis in th& hird Order in the way of studwork, and
rayer life. On the 26th of February | committed my life totally = . .
fo b)(/acome a follower oftSFrancis in the form of Novicing before It is God who enables us... to stand firm for
Bishop Godfreyl am preparing others also to become follower&hrist. He has commissioned us, and he has
in theThird Order identified us as his own by placing the Holy
Spirit in our hearts as the first installment

My wife and | are blessed with a baby gkll the glory that guarantees everything he has promised

and honour belongs to my Creator God.
The Rev'd STEPHEN  arulampalamstephen@gmail.com us.

- 2 Corinthians 1:21-22
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Honouring our Elders

The Right Reverend Robet Butterss

By: Suzanne Chapman

Tertiaries in MelbourneSydney and Brisbhane in particular remember with appreciation the Franciscan example of this

couple (both Bob and Mgaret), both committed as followers of Francis in thought word and deed. His wifargianas our
first woman Provincial Minister who died in December 2009.

They left Melbourne with a young family to serve our Lord\B& missionaries in Popondetta PNG in 1960 where
they met the first Order Franciscan Brothers in their mission which also included the parish of Koki in Pt.Moresby

On their return to Melbourne they maintained contact Wéttiaries withinAustralia and beyond and ®gcar of S
Sephens, MountVaverley from 1970 an invitation was issued by an advertisement in “See” the Diocesan newspaper for those
interested in Franciscan spirituality to attend gatherings in their parish andéhisas welcomed by inquirers.

In 1976 they moved to Sydney where Bob was ChakBifl, Australia and with their welcome leadership the Sydney
Tertiaries’group flourished.Then in 1983 Bob was appointed Dean of Brisbane and both were a beneficial influence for the
Tertiaries there.

Then for fortunate Melbourne they returned for Bob to be consecrated as Bishop of our Eastern Region in 1985 and
their warm hospitality was extended to Mictorian Tertiary Group and we frequently met in their home in Canterbury on a
Saturday where we commenced with Bob celebrating the Eucharist in the Chapel he created and this was followed by a shared
lunch enjoying Magarets baked bread and the bounty of their own vegetable gakferwere delighted when Mgairet was
elected as our Provincial MinisteHer diligence in her continuing prayerful contact and concern fdrdrgary community
was foremost for her in spite of the demands made upon her as the wife of the Bishop.

We reluctantly farewelled them to their mud brick retirement home neardsin 1994 The property was carefully
planned by them for living simplylnitially electricity was not connected to the grid with reliance on solar and water was
pumped from a bore, and of course their sustainable garden flourished. Central to their life was the daily Eucharist with the
First Orders Brothers in their Chapel ..

We who have benefited from their presence among us give our grateful thanks to God for their sk:—'_‘::w
guidance and meaningful example. \\wf'

R b I i I e B I b R 2 I I B S
By: Rev Philip Thirlwell e

| first heard of Bob Butterss — and of Maret — when | was with my own Mgaret at the House of the Epipha®ydney
preparing for overseas mission work in 198iey had been there the year before, and then had gone to serve in Papua New
Guinea. They were spoken of with respect aniefion.

| first met them at §ephens, MountWaverley where Bob wa¥icar. It was 1971, and | was on leave from the
Diocese of Polynesia, and was speaking about that Diocese.

| found in Bob and Mayaret two most hospitable and prayerful people, with a dedication to the gospel.

They had become members of Titérd Order after meeting with Franciscans — tertiaries and First Order brothers —in
PNG They led a joyful and loving life, which later helped to draw me intd'thied Order

It was always a pleasure to meet them again at General Chéfiten they settled ati®ud in retirement their gentle
but deep commitment to the way of Francis was a strength to the Newcastle area fellowship.

Bob had been Dean of Brisbane, theAssa Bishop in Melbourne, but was simply and unassumingly our brottier
—and Magarets - gift for and love of music enriched our worship.

Bob has been a great reader and often drew from his Biblical and Franciscan studies to inform and iAbpitgsus.
careful to encourage others to be part of the conversation, he wears lightly thédvigsisze he gained in retirement.

His faith has transcended Mgarets death. It is a faith that has strengthened others.

As a person of welcome, love and,jby reflects Christ, and brother Francis.
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Humility
Excerpts from: “SFrancis ofAssisi - Writings
for a Gospel Life”
By: Regis JArmstrong

If poverty is a theme of Franciscan life that has
prompted so much discussion and controvémsinility is one
comes to know rather quickly that that, in our dg,yhas been lgely overlookeq. Much of the
relationship with God is centered in ther€ason for this r?t.-:‘glect seems to be roqted in the etymology of
person of Jesus ChristWe find this the word. “Hgm|l|ty” comes from the Lat!n wohilimusearth,
centrality in the writings of Francis of and has consistently referred to our lowliness, self-debasement,

Assisi, in Bonaventure, and significantly in Clar@iritings. We sinfulness, r';md feellngs. of WorthlessnesWe' gan e.aS|Iy
have already traveled the path from the poverty of gazing to tHréder§tand its .abser.1ce in contemporary spiritual I|t(.aratu.re.
height of transformation and, yet, there is more to be said. é:largurs_ IS "." day in which we tend to be far more posm\{e |r.1
thoughts is like a cross-stitch pattern on fine cloth. It arises fron(f%nS'd_er'ng the human person and far more constructive in
deep center of a heart full of grace. Just as the beauty of a Ség\ﬂ?ctmg upon our strengths and w.ea.kness.e's. o

pattern emeges from the skilled hand of the seamstress, so too, the Ngnetheless, much of our Ch.r|st|an splrlFuallty |s.based
beauty of Christ emges from the prayerful life of the believer and rightly so — °.n the pur.s.un. of humilitBenedict
What enables the seamstress to create a beautiful pattern isqggrporated the practice of humility into the very structure of
enegy of attentiveness, focus and delicate handw@rkat forms hlslrule and thu§ paved the yvay for monastic aut.hor.s to develop
the Christ life of the believer is faith, attentiveness to the presen%glgh!y sophisticated and nch the‘_"ogy concerning it Bejrn.ard
of God and the interior life of the spirithe seamstress, like the of Cla|rvag?< became one of its prmmpal exponeryts, claiming
believer demands an intensity of the Spirit because it is the SpiTr}i}at hurmhty W_as the foundation of all th_e virtues and
who is the engy of life and who creates all thing ne®lare is the presenting to h|§.read.ers. a ma'rvelous trgat!se on the seven
skillful seamstress who allows the egiess of the Spirit to thread degrees. of hum'I'Fy Itis, 'rf reality a description of seven
through her own incarnational life. expressions of pride that is yet another proof of Bersard’

Clare’s spirituality centered in Christ, is empowered bythgenetratmg insight into human nature. Bernard further

Spirit. It is the Spirit that calls her into the mystery of Christ, anqjeveloped the monastic theology of humility by associating it

it is the Spirit that engizes her life as she plumbs the mysterywIth the practice of charity There is a humility inspired and

Francis said that to follow Christ one must be “inwardly cleanse':,ﬂamEd_bly chfarlty h.elwrlt?s '3 hlshfort:/.-setc):ond sermon OE
interiorly enlightened anthflamed(emphasis added) by the firet € Cant'? e of Cantic eg, and a humility begotten in us by
of the Holy Spirit.” He did not say “filled” with the Spirit but truth devoid of warmthThis latter depends on our knowledge,
inflamed by the Spirit, as if the Spirit is a great bonfire in the midg%e forme;r ﬁn (;ur ﬁctlo?sh BFernar.d was a fﬁrerll'Jr}nira

of the soul propelling it toward God. Perhaps he saw this fire TRNS€: 0 the humility of the Franciscan school: in fact, we

the life of Clare who was drawn to the mountain of union with Go_%DUId look at the writings of Francis and wonder at Bersard

by the fire of the Spirit who enkindled her life influence on them: the two saints, ardent promoters of a
The Spirit is the divine life-giving e@ that draws the spirituality of the heart, envisioned a humility that flowed

soul in a dynamic movement towards God, as she indicated in Hg}urally from love.
second letter tdgnes: “(May you go forward/ securefpyfully,
and swiftly on the path of prudent happiness, in the pursuit of th
perfection to which the Spirit of the Lord has called you.”

The Power of the Spirit
Excerpt from: “Clare oAssisi —
A Heart Full of Love”

By: Ilia Delio, OSF

The student of Franciscan spirituality

aIllllIllllllllllllllllllllll..

From: David White
The Communications Officer

.Illllllllllllllllllllllllllll.

QIdB/NNSW Third Order
Reteat

Brothers and Sisters, Some of you have been orderiag
the UK Franciscan magazine via the treasudgr =
Chapter last weekend, it was decided that since theﬁe
is an easier way to order this at lower cost than sendimg
bank drafts to the UK, the treasurer will no longef]
collect money for this purpose. Instead, you are
directed to the order form available from th({
Franciscan website — a link to this is available om
the Resources padettp:/tssf.og.au/Resourcekhe ™
link will download a PDF version of the order form,m
which you can print d¢f complete and send to the UK™®
for processing. Since they are now able to accept
credit cards, this is a mordetive way than sending ®
bank drafts, which cost an additional $15-$30 in bar&

chages. m
.llllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.

When: Friday evening 12thAugust -
Sunday lunchtime 14thAugust
Conductor : Brother Alfr ed Boonkong SSF
Venue : James Byrne Cent, Toowoomba
This will be a silent retreat.

Contact: Bronwyn Fryar

= Phone: 07 - 3122654

..lllllllllllllllllllllllllll

.IIIIIIIII
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Symbols of the Holy Spirit CHANGES IN THE TSSFCOMMUNITY
Chapter meeting iApril made the following decisions following
The Dove- The most recognizable symbol of therecommendations from various Regional Ministers.
Holy Spirit is the dove that appeared at the baptism of JesugEligcted to profession:
is recorded in all four gospels (Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luké&abriel Reresi, Eric Sawarowa, Linlikkwaru, JacksorToroba,
3:22; John 1:32). Matthew writes, “After Jesus was baptizefiithur Wakeapa. DOGURA.
just as he was coming up out of the wattee heavens opened Kolak Akore POPONDETA.
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and comBgn Calcraft SA, Graeme Fra2éiC/TAS, Miriam Nyrene QLD
on him” (Matt 3:16) The dove as a symbol of the Holy SpiritB/N.NSW
communicates beaytgentleness, and peace. We warmly welcome these brothers, and our sister as they come up
to their professions as tertiaries.
Fire - Another symbol of the Holy Spirit is fire. In Readmissions to thEhird Order:
the Bible, fire can communicate the Ladresence (Exod Peter Llewellyn,WA, Barry Paterson QLIA and JasoWright
3:2), purification (1 Pet 1:7) or judgment (Lev 10:2; Heb 12:29yIC/TAS.
depending on the conteXthe most explicit passage that referd=ach of these bthers soughtelease fom the Thid Order in the
to the Holy Spirit as fire is iActs 2. “Now when the day of past but have once meifelt the insistent call of God to the
Pentecost had come, . . tongues spreading out like a firdnciscan wayAfter a six month & orientation under the
appeared to them and came to rest on each one ofAllesh. mentorship a tefary, they will be eadmitted as Rifessed
them were filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:1-4). tertiaries. \e warmly welcome them back.
Released from Professitdfows:
Wind - The Greek word for Spirit (pneuma) canNola SewartWA, Nathan BuslVIC /TAS, Ross Holman QLDB/
also be translated as breath or wind. Perhaps then it is NoNSW.
surprising that the Holy Spirit is seen and compared to as wite ae sory that these teiaries are leaving us, but asseithem
Two verses in the NeWestament communicate this. Aots  Of our prayers and love. They will be included on our Prayer Cycle
2:4 Luke writes, “Suddenly a sound like a violent wind blowingn Day 31 until 2017.
came from heaven and filled the entire house where they were
sitting.” And in John 3:8, John describes, “The wind blows LR R R R R R R R
wherever it will, and you hear the sound it makes, but do not
know where it comes from and where it is going.

Water - Lastly, water is also an image of the HoW%I];atﬂléalllg/ll)?ggitl}i/t

Spirit. Jesus makes this explicit connection on one of the feast
. : John $ott
days of Israel. “On the last day of the feast, the greatest dE B . Y
« . . cerpt from “Baptism and Fullness
Jesus stood up and shouted out, “If anyone is thiettyim (bage 107)
come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. Just gsg

the scripture says, "From within him will flow rivers of livin L ) i
P y g As Jesus put it in one of his Parables about corn “ first

water’ (Now he said this about the Spirit, whom those wh o
( P W t%e blade, then the edhen the full grain in the e&rOr , we

believed in him were going to receive, for the Spirit had not. . . )

: . .. Might say of fruit growing — first the leaf, then the flower bud,
yet been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified) (Jotr%en the blossom, then the fertilized fruit as kind of embryo, but
7:37-39).As physical fresh water is needed for physical life, ’ yo,

the living water of the Holy Spirit is needed for spiritual Iife.StIII hard, green and uninviting; then the sw.ellmg,.the so.ft(.enlng,
then, the first flash of colpand finally the ripe, juicy fruit in

the summerltis process, that is natural, conditional and gradual.
“Keep a clear eye towadrlife’s end. What is true of the fruit of the orchard is equally true of the fruit
Do not foget your purpose and of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit implants life in the soul
destiny as God'ceatue. What you instantaneously at the new birth (however many months of
are in his sight is what )./OU amnd preparation may have preceded it); but he takes time, a long

hi time, to produce a ripe Christian character
not INg MOE. Remember that when Understanding the gradualness of God/ork should

you leave this earth, you can take make us more active in our collaboration with the Spirit (the
nothing that you haveeceived...but heavenly gardener) in his fruit-growing, more watchful over our
only what you have given; a full sowing if we care about reaping a good crop, and more
heart enriched by honest service, disciplined in our habits of private and public devotion, so that
Iove, sacrifice, and courage.” by these God-given means of grace we may grow in grace, and

i i the fruit of the Spirit may swell and ripen in us.
Francis ofAssisi P y p
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Daily Life is a Venue for God’s Grace
Excerpts from: “Oasis divisdom”
TheWorlds of the Desert Fathers and Mothers

By: David G R. Keller
When the work of God is the principal aim, the needs

the body are put in the proper perspective. “Briv/&first for

Vale David Chambers
By: Suzanne Chapman

& sad group oTertiaries attended his Requiem Mass t®R&ls
Kyneton, his parish church on 30th March 2016. It was appropriate

the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these thiﬁB@t his daughter in law Revd Susanne Chambers celgbrateq.
will be given to you as well.” (Matt 6:33). Praxis puts the Archdeacon Emeritus from 1991. He was born in Punjab,

desires and needs of the bodly in the perspective of the realnf 2 the son of CMS missionaries in 1925 and educated in UK
God and transforms the body into the venue for Gggdace andVictoria. He was ordained in Melbourne and served in parishes

and love.The desert elders embodied this truth by developir{bere'

an ascetic discipline designed to help the monk have easily AN adventurer he had towed a caravan regularly on family
satisfied needs holidays not only tAAnakie Goge near Geelong but ovet S

The desert elders sought a neeeding growth and Gotthard Pass in Switzerland in 1962 and last yeatrému!
expansion of heartTheir happiness and joy was experienceH|e featured on the front page of “TAge “newspaper in September

in having easily satisfied needs that opened them to newnesd 3§ When it was reported that he had disobeyedirtigishop

life. “Abba Moses asketibba Silvanus, ‘Can a man lay a nevvand allowed Revd Joyce Bennett from Hong Kong to preside at
foundation every dayZhe old man said, ‘If he works hard, hethe Eucharist in his parisht Stephens Richmond. Bravdlhis

can lay a new foundation every moment.” Humilityrough Parish became a mecca for MOW Meetings under his watch.

easily satisfied needs, brings the possibility of an ever new aiif SOn Revd Jonathan Chambers in his Eulogy said of his father
renewed life, a daily conversioriThe fruit of this constant ‘His participation as a Francisc@artiary has been very important

renewal is progress in holiness, the embodiment of God througid for many years this community has fed his spiritual journey’.

humility and love of neighbor“Abba James said, ‘@&/do not
need words onlyfor, at the present time, there are many word
among men, but we need works, for this what is required, r
words, do not bear fruit.” Praxis emphasis living in the prese
It serves the spiritual health of a persogoul as well as the
common good of the communitit transforms time by opening
each act and intent to the presence of Gbide backdrop of
eternity sanctifies each task and desire with the fulfillment of a
creation not yet completed. Gedgudgment takes place in the
present moment as each person seeks renewed life.

Some Grains of the
Old Testament

The Book of Ezekiel is one of the
most detailed and well-known
references to grains, as God commands Ezekiel to use “wheat an
barley and beans and lentils, and millet and spelt” to make a bread
for the people to eat.

Amaranth has been cultivated ag&ain, even though its
origin is a seedt is also called the “resurrection plant” and the
“rose of Jericho.The Greek word for amaranth means unfading.

EE R S B S S S R S S S

Dear Sisters and Bpothers,

£,
This is a time to celebrate the birthday of the

Church. ; -
The color the churches use for Pentecost is red — a
symbol of power and fire of the SpiritWe celebrate our unityo
believe, to prayto cast doubt aside, to love anddioe one
anothey and allow the Spirit to guide us daily

Tt This describes the bloomability to retain its color when dried.

This meaning is used symbolically in (1 Peter 1:4) and (5:4), where
the inheritance of the faithful is described as unfadihgs, the
amaranth became a symbol of immortality

Barley - Most people are familiar with pearl barldyut
whole grain barley has a much fuller flavas well as being more

You are most welcomed and encouraged to submit articlasitritious. Barley was also an important grain in Biblical times,
for possible inclusioriThey may include articles that inspire, poetrybeing the grain that Ruth gleaned in Badzld some 3,000 years
the humorous and the sacred, a book revéewl your stories on the ago. Barley is mentioned in the Bible as one of the crops of Egypt

Franciscan Journey

Thanks to those who provided articles for this Edition and |

(Exodus 9:31).
Speltis another of the ancient grains mentioned in the Bible.

appreciate your co-operation. For those who prefer to send me artidkeis recorded in Exodus 9:32 as one of the grains grown in Egypt.
by post my address is: Gloria Malouf-Marsh, 26 Fairlay, S |saiah wrote about spelt in his book (28:25), and spelt was one of
Indooroopilly 4068. Qld, and my contact nos are (07) 33710265 d¢he ingredients in Ezekial'bread (Ezekiel 4:9).

(m) 0412400374. My email address
gloria@radiantpathways.com.au

Articles in by 1st Septembermlease.

Pax et Bonum, Gloria

is:Psalm 72:16

May there be abundance of grain in the earth on top of the
mountains. Its fruit will wave like the cedars of Lebarfami may
those from the city flourish like vegetation of the earth.
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Dean offers Sanctuary
to Asylum Seekers
Taken fromApril/May 2016
Focus Magazine

Page 5

The Franciscan

Charism
(Adapted from the website of.S
Petets OFS Fraternity
Woodbridge, Ont.)

Being a Franciscan requires a
certain level of commitment in a number

St Johns Cathedral in Brisbane was among the churches and

cathedrals iAwstralia that dered sanctuary to asylum seekers, including

of areas: children facing the threat of being returned to detention on Nauru and

. a commitment to grow in ore’
d ding of th s and of F ) Fituality b OI_Manus Island.
un de-rstfem Ingdo t deC}ospe s and of Franciscan spirituality by reading, The ofer, made in early Februarfpllowed a High Court ruling
meditating an in
editating and studying thatAustralias ofshore detention of illegal immigrants was lawful.
. a commitment to a greater connection to God through prayer .
b  Gogl h i The ruling meant nearly 270 asylum seekers in community
: a commitment to be an instrument of Goeace in the world, detention on the mainland could be sent back to Nauru and Manus,

which may translate into many téfent forms of active charity despite grave concerns over the conditions and safety of their detention

As well as living the gospel life, Franciscan Spirituality can also beentres

distinguished by its four pillars: creation, scripture, the Church and The Dean of Brisband@he Very Reverend Dr Peter Catt, was

fraternity. . . .
aternity among severd@nglican and other clgy who vowed to risk their freedom

Creation: S. Francis saw God our Father in everything. If God is thgy offering sanctuarywhich is not legally recognized Australia.

great Creatqrthen everything in the created world has a little bit of They faced the prospect of being arrested for “concealing and

harbouring non-citizens”, which carries a maximum 10 —year jail term.

. . H i But as Dr Catt told\BC radio 612, he was willing to take the
rest of creation. Saint Francis preferred to see humans as IV'ngrll':,fl( to stop children being “permanently damaged” by being forced back

harmony with the r f creation rather than tryin min
armony with the rest of creation rather than trying to dominate ltntooffshoredetentlon

“We feel so desperate, we need to do something desperate; we're

God in it.As part of Gods creation, 8 Francis did not view humans
as above any other form of creation but rathepartnership with the

With this in mind, $ Francis referred to everything in creation as

Brothers and Sisterst.$rancis even h, Sister Death
others and Sisterst.rancis even accepted death, Sister Deat askmdllng the medieval idea of sanctuasya church as a safe place.”

he putit, as something we must all embrace as everything irs God The Dr Catt said his “hunch” was none of the five asylum-seeking

creation must die. families in Brisbane would take up hisfef of sanctuary for fear of
Scriptur e: Jesus is the life model for all Christians and it is only in
being labeled trouble-makers by the government.

Holy Scripture that we find that model for our lives exemplified in the “That reflects so poorly on thefett we've had on these people.

life of Jesus Himself. tSFrancis recognized th&'ord of God as the . . Y
These are traumatized people and our policies add trauma upon trauma.

preeminent source for knowing and following tWél of God, often He said the churches were not alone - that there was a

times referring to the Scriptures in his decision making. “groundswell of people (iAustralia) saying this has got to stop -not in

The Church: God called § Francis to live within the Church, for the my name”
Church and in service to the Church. God has called the entire “Our plea to the government is that Malcolarnbull honour

Franciscan Order not to be an entity by itself, but at the service of thIS previous statements about how children shotlinin detention..
church at lage. Franciscans living in povertghastity and obedience Let the people who are safeAustralia stay ifustralia.”

d(:]es r:}ot place them above the Church, but as a necessary part of the The government welcomed the High Cositiling, saying it
E ure . E IWould deter people smugglers.
raternity : Fraternity is a necessary aspect of Franciscan spirituality But as the chair of thenglican Church oAustralia’s Working

as it produces an environment conducive to the Francnscanjoume)croup on Refugeesthe Right Reverend Philip Huggins, told the
is easier to live a Christian life when others are doing like wise. Fainglican communion News service, the ruling does not compel the

St. Francis, his brothers strengthened each other and the Church 88\rnment to return women and children tfsiobre detention.
whole.All in fraternity are called to be single minded in the goal to

know, love and serve God. In fraternityranciscans do what Christ EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
meant for them to do and to share the fruits he has blessed east{SSf Community Obedience Day 7 =
individual with, each in his or her own way = The Order sets out, in the name of Christ, Jo
= break down barriers between people and
= seek equality for allWe accept as our second

[ ] . . .. ]
| L€SS Us = aim the spreading of a spirit of love and
l gk LSE E ?Oa;imr?tn;/ Zri?l(;??hzni psggg/;\:/t; arﬁdpgegggd E

YOUR GIFTS - lofigntag ¢ p

' n prejudlce that breed injustice or partiality of
9@? YlkIIngllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.
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My “Faith Journey” —S tepping Sones A Reflection on Discussions to a deeper
By: Mary Birch Franciscan Journey

In 1960, | migrated from England with my parents. Dutcome from 2015 Convocation in
was confirmed attSPhillip’sAnglican ChurchAuburn, Sydney NewZealand

where | met and marrieéllan, some fifty-three years ago. |
have three adult sons and am a grandmother

| attended various Christian studies as a young mother
I loved studying the Bible in depth and attended CMS campsglish language books “The Franciso8es” and “The
and EFM studies. | was strengthened in many ways by feediggnciples in Plain English witfhe Community of Obedience”
on Gods Living word. | was blessed by Gedspirit through
people sharintheir faith and passing it on to others at Cursillo.
Believing “W e can do all things though Christ who
strengthens us” allowed my faith to grow as | stepped out féaces where English may also be a second language and literac
trust and overcome my feelings of lack of confidence big at a lower level than many western type places.
believing, Lord with your strength | can do this.Since then
I have faced many challenges.

I was noviced in 2005, and professed in 200&is

Excerpts: by Rose Christie-French from her two simple

These books were drafter and presented to the Ministers
for approval as a means and a tool/ resource for less developec

Roses email: rosechristiefrench@gmail.comif you
would like some more information and she also has them for

preparation enabled me to understand the journey of disciplifé!® With all proceeds towards helping

structure and commitment to my Franciscan journey

Every day is a new dayome days are challenging, others
domestic, always dérent. In Januaryof this yearl started Reflection for Sudy
out happily to meet family in Brisbané/hile in my car at the
railway station, | was held up at knife point and my car Walelationships with God and the tssf
stolen. | was afraid and in shock. (This is called a carjackin@®elationship with wider community
so my day and life changed . By the Grace of God, | was ndtScripture

harmed.

others.

1 Commitment, toPrinciples

John6:1-14

Years back | grieved the financial loss of our first home//hat touches your heart?

hard work that met with misfortuné.his was a dficult time
to come to terms witfl.he song oSimon & GarfunkeBridge

0 you notice the “taking...giving thanks...distributing”?
Eucharist on the grass with all who sat down with Jesus.
Do you see a connection with Francis in the story belknd?

overTroubledWaters'washed over my tears. Our family tooyith Mateo and his hospitality and humility?
has been touched by cancand the mixed feelings it brings, I What might this imply for meals at your table? For every meal?

believe :Prov.3:5-6. Trust In the Lord with all your heatrt...

For sharing meals with the loved and the unloved? Let your

Life brings us trials and broken dreams, Following in th@ind wander over your current life connections and see who the

way of the Third Order of $ Francis and the spiritual unioved”orthe “lepers
nourishment it gives, | now believe, this is the place where the

are in your life that you could embrace,
feed, care for and love.
Sory

Lord wants me to be. I.?ig.ht where we are nwmh what we  once Francis was invited to a noblensamuse for dinneFhis
have been given —familjriends etc. God will show us what rich man was called Matteo and when Francis came to Matteo’

He would have us do for him.
| continue to seek GaslWwill, His Love, Joy and Peace.

In summary| love the words of IS Hymn No. 687.
‘God gives us a futue’ daring us to go:

Into dreams and dangers on a path unknown.
We will face tomorrow in the Spird’power

We will let God change us, for new life starts now
We must leave behind us sins of yesterday

For Gods new beginning is a better way

Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back:

God gives hope, and insight, and the strength we lack:

Holy Spirit teach us, how to read the signs,

how to meet the challenge of our troubled times.
love us into action, stir us into prayer

till we choose God life, and find our future here.

palace he saw the servants giving food to the beggars at the
gate.

Francis stopped to talk with them and decided to stay and share
their food.When Francis hadh’appeared for dinner Matteo
himself came looking for his guest. He found Francis sitting
down with the poor in the courtyard of his great house and asked
him to come and eat with him. But Francis said that he would
rather eat with his friends in the courtyafthe nobleman then

sat down and said to him “if you caeat with me Brother Francis
then | must eat with youAnd then he went on to ask Francis
about the third order and said that he wanted to live like Francis.
He became one of the faithful followers of Francis in the order
A Prayer

“Blessed Lord, Francis found joy in creation, in beauty and
simplicity, but perfect joy in sharing the $erfings of the world:

S0 may we, abiding in your love, receive your gift of perfect joy
and by the power of your spirit, radiate your peace, and find,
even in suering, the glory of GodAmen
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..from Left

Back row. Glenys McCarrick, Keith SlateDavid White, John Gibson, Br Christopher John SS&ndra Jackson,
Wayne Philp.

Middle row.Sandie Oakes, Mandyheatley Jill Gumbley Bronwyn FryayVic Hall, Godfrey Fryar

Front row.Joan Manners, Joy Bartlett.

SUMMARY OFAPRIL 2016TSSFCHAPTER

DELIBERA TIONSANDDECISIONS

¢ An additional $150 has been sent to thiedsid PropertyAppeal.

» TSSF and Safe Ministry Resolutions in Provincial Ministéretter

» ReconciliationAction Plan from 2015 Chapter still being worked on.

» Heather Di Pasquali from Brisbane appointed auditof 88F

» Chapter members watched the new “Finding Francis” movie made at Hillfield UK and recommend it for Regional and
Area Gatherings.

» Elections to Profession, Readmissions and Releases are reported on Page 6 of Newsletter

» Joan Manners SAnd Joy Bartlet/IC/TAS finish their terms at Regional MinistersAngust. Chapter warmly
thanked them for their time of leadership.

» All Regions except in PNG will have elections for Regional Ministers this $eane are available to take on a
second term if nominated and elected.

» Chapter dfrmed that the default position for distribution of the Newsletter would be by email, except for those who
don't have email, but that Regional Ministers advise those responsible for distribution the names of tertiaries who
may have email but no longer use and access it.

» Provincial Ministers Report on his visit to Sri Lanka can be found on Page 2 of Newsletter

» Chapter voted in favour of an international statute amendment to make the Whg foentral Fundrustees of
TSSF to more easily make decisions between meetings by electronic means.

» New Inquirers will now be required to provide the name of the parish they attend and the name of their parish priest.

» Chapter Members to suggest the names of senior tertiaries who may be honoured through “Honouring Our Elders”
segment in the Newsletter

» TheTSSF tithe money of $2200 from 2015 will be given to the First Order Brothers.

e The next Chapter will be held at Ormiston in BrisbApél 27th to 30" 2016 with Chapter members encouraged to
arrive on the 26in order to meet with local tertiaries. ’

R SR B I I B e I I I B S S

We give thanks for the harvest of the hearivork;

Autumn: Seeds of faith planted with faith;
By: Michael Leunig Love nurtured by love;
Courage strengthened by courage.

We give fruis of the struggling soul,
The bitter and the sweet;
For that which has grown in adversity
And for that which has flourished in warmth and
grace;

For the radiance of the spirit in autumn
And for that which must now fade and die.
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Being A Franciscan TS TheArt of Healing Prayer :
By: AnneWilson THE ARTO

HEALING PRAY Bringing Christ’ sWholeness to

| suppose that | share with manlyat the reason | joined , Broken People
theThird Order is not necessarily the reason | continue Trit & +
is simply because | could not possibly understand what | Wik L . New Book By: CHARLES RINGMA &

being invited to and, because as | am enfolded by this commun“ M arY Dickau
| am also transformed by it.

| became an enquirer in 2009 because in prayer one daﬂ/nh

had a very clear sense that | should join the Francisbad Booakz?gm 99
Order, even though | had no idea what it was or vibwentually Kindle - $9.85

I met Jeremy James, at that time Regional Minist&/Anand
began immediately to feel as if | was on the right tratks was
a time of great spiritual discovery and healing for me, as | beglgﬁview: In what is a truly remarkable achievem@ifiteArt of Healing
to let go of very fundamentalist beliefs and to recover from yedr&Ver is a book like no other on its subject matiking the meaning
of depression. of ‘comprehensive’ to new levels. | am astonished at how such a concise
What | found was life! It was full of passion, love andP0ok can be so wide-ranging and yet so complete! It is at once creative
challenge as | read new books, met with my new Spiritual Di[ectéf‘d reflective, theological and practical, knowledgeable and flexible,
my new Novice Counsellor and all my new brothers and sistefdd deeply spirituallhe authors dér guidelines and examples as they
Then to go to my first Convocation, as we call our yearly meetin§gd us through a case study format involving preparation prayers,
in WA, and hear how others had been called was a sourcePgictical healing prayers as well as pastoral follow-up prayers, ideally
wonder as well. | felt the freedom of listening to serious talk mixdgl’ @ participatory teanhe suggested examples of healing prayers
with fun and laughterand the deep acceptance of being part ofused throughout the book are quite profound and powerfully appropriate
loving group that encouraged challenge as a means for growti‘i‘. ‘pringing Christs wholeness to broken people’. Based on decades
met humble people who were not afraid to admit their weaknessgsands-on experience of training both gigrand laity it has
which gave me the liberty to accept my own limitations and growthenticityunderstanding and wisdom oozing from its pages. Here is
into wholeness. no triumphalist theorising but recognition that to seek &béart for
It was a great joy and privilege to take on the role dyealing on behalf of others is not a quick fix but requires an awareness
Archivist from Geof Jordan after | gained a qualification inthat “the innerouter and relational healing of the whole person —
Records and s@rchives. | only long for more time to devote toP0dy% mind and spirit” involves an ongoing healing jourrige authors
it! | am quite keen to develop the archive and make it mop&ed to be applauded, as | believe this book though relatively small in
accessible, but with limited time progress is quite slayeeply P29€s will prove to be a huge gift to the whole faith commuHighly
appreciate that | am prayed for each month, knowing that orfjrommended!
God can create the time and oppo.rtunity that is requ.ired. Trevor Miller, Northumbria Community
| love reading so | am also indebted to Franciscans who
engage deeply in studying the writings of Francis and show us
what Francis reveals about Gsedbve for us through Jesus. My
understanding of Gosllove for me is changing and allowing ma/
to love others bettewhich is really the point of it all | guess.
Along vynh all thgse exper'lences has been the treasu.r Ecerpts taken from: God of Love,
our Community Obedience. It is profound and encouraging ;ide to the Heart of Judaism, Christianity and Islam”
challenging and &fming every day as | come to these Passages: Mirabai Sarr
in prayer | find them transforming, reminding me as | work in
the world that my responsibility is to spread a spirit of love and You shall teat the stranger who sojourns with you as the
harmony and to allow the inner joy a chance to be revealed. hative among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you
Finally, it has been a great joy since my dear husband K&§'™® Strangers in the land of Egypt: | am the d.gour God.

. (Leviticus 19:34)
also became a professed member offthied Order last year And when it was that we saw you a stranger and welcolmed

Since then our daily lives and our life decisions have a taken 0{)&‘_ Or saw you naked and gave yu clothes®/T tell you, jast
new unity and purpose that is very precious. as you did to one of the least of these whorembers of the
| didn’t think | would have much to say about myhuman family, you did it to me.
Franciscan life but now that | have got started | feel as if | cou{tflatthew 25:38)
write a book about how wonderful itis to be a Franciscan, butwe ~ Serve God....and do good to orphans, those in need,

all could, and they would all be éifent, hallelujah! neighbors who & near neighbors who a strangers, the
’ companion by your side, the waydathat you meet, and those

who have nothing.
(Qur’an 4:36)

EE S B S S I S S S

elcoming The Sranger
eToque Fellowship
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Ascension

Agrippa

Animals and sapphire
Antioch
ApostlesAthens Barnabas
Berea

Caesar

Caesarea
Conversion of Saul
Corinth

Cyprus

Death of Herod
Ephesus

Ethiopian Eunuch
Felix

Festus

Gift of the Holy Spirit
Greece

Healing of a Lame Man
Iconium
Imprisonment
Jerusalem

Luke

Lystra

Macedonia
Matthias

Paul

Pentecost

Pega

Persecution

Petets Vision
Preaching

Rome

Sanhedrin
Sermons

Silas

Simon the Sorcerer
Stoning of $ephen
Thessalonica
Timothy

Tyre

Acts of theApostlesWord Search
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|l PPATHESSALONICA
ENOI TUCESREPABVT
YSANHEDRI NRBDAETSB
THI OPI ANEUNUCHAL
LRQI MPRI SONMENTR
OTSOCETNEPENAAGSW
AESARCLWUJTLNLATDOC
EHFOHTAEDEFI TLDOS
QLUAPPREVANI ONNG
AlHTTAMOSOSPVLIJ
ALINGOFALAMEMANE
COITNANLDTRTFAGR
TAVTTDZI | SYEEZOU
FBLZSFELIXCRAMEFS
NVLAMSNOMRETGSESSA
BOPUYNNVCBPVLUTL
QPI HKOMWBNOITSEE
HNTSFECYPRUSKEPM
OO0OQSNGREECEI CHHPC
MJATHENSBFUODPE I
JUGNI HCAERPNCENRC
LZNRNI MARTSYLAXS
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Franciscan & Holy Days

To Note
2016
May 20  Bernardine of Sienna
May 29  JackWinslow
June 13  Anthony of Padua
July 15 Bonaventure
August 4 JohnVianney Cure D’'Ars

August 10  TheTransitus of & Clare
August 11 Clare ofAssisi

August 14 Maxilmillian Kolbe
August 15  Mary, the Mother of our Lord
August 25  Louis, King of France
September 7 Brother Douglas SSF
September 17  The Sigmata of Francis
October 3 TheTransitus of EFrancis
October 4 Francis ofAssisi

October 11 All Franciscan Saints
November 19  Elizabeth of Hungary
November 23  FrAlgy SSF

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.
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